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Note, Where the Word Faſt ; is place before any of 
the Fa- in the Contents. above, the Church has a 
pointed the Eve before that Fe! val 20 he cept at 4 Paſt; 
but :f the Feſtir val happen on a Monday, the Faſt is to 


Se kopi on the Saturday / oregoing. 


— The Introduction. 


HE Literal meaning of the words Feaſting and 
Faſting ws ſo obvices, that it needs no explaining, 
But when we mention Feaſts, or Faſts, we ſuppoſe 


8. em Days or Seaſons ſet apart for that purpoſe, Aud 
5. | If theſe there are two ſorts, either private or publick. 

* | | Private Feaſts are when upon ſome extraordinary oc- 
| ion, as particular Mercies or Deliverances vouchſa- 
49 | fed, or upon our own, or ſome Relation's or Benefa&oy”s 
42 | Birth-Days, we invite ſome Friends or Neighbours, to 
45 | Þ more than ordinary Entertainment, and beſtow ſome 
4 ore than uſual Charity ro the Poor, = it RA 
52 | | Private Faſts are, when with relation to our ſelves 
T4 | pe affli# our Bodies with Faſting, either to prepare our 
*7 | Felves for Holy Duties, or to implore ſucceſs upon ſome 
57 | ketraordinary Undertaking, or to avert ſome threatnine 
Gr Piſafter; or when for ſome time we reſolve upon ©: 
OC | tourſe of Mortification to diſcipline our ſelves for ſome 
08 keret Sins that lie heavy upon our Conſciences. | 
71 |} Thepublick Feats and Faſts are enjoyned by the, A. 
75 bority of the Church, and are called Holy-Days, being 
78 parated from common ordmary Days for God's Holy 
1 FPorſhip, and conſequently are to be ſpent in works of 
'4  hety and Charity. 

„ | The boly Feaſts are ſuch, wherein (beſides every Sun- 
E iy in the Year ) we commemorate ſome eninent and 
2 nal Mercies which God has vouchſafed his Church. 


nd among theſe there are ſome of a higher naturg, 15 


wing a particular regard to the great work of 0 Ree 


Mmption, as Our Bleſſed Saviour's holy Nativity, 
itrcumciſion and Epiphany, bis Glorious Reſur. 
bs ion and Aſcenſion, and his fulfilling of his Promiſe 
the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt ; and laſtly, the 
:Ntival in honour to the Holy ever Bleſſed and Glori- 


is Trinity. 
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2 The Introduction. 
. Aud ſince our Bleſſed Saviour after his Aſcenſion 
pleaſed to manifeſt his Glory in the Death of h1s Say - 
the primitive Chriſtians over joy d to ſee thoſe great 

roes reſiſt unto Blood with ſo much Chriſtian Brat A I 
Conſtancy and Reſolution, had thew Martyrdoms it 
hig ha Veneration, that they celebrated them with} 
ſame expreſſes of Foy, as the reſt of the World di 
"\Birth-days of their Kings and Emperors ; the Am 

* obſervation whereof was in a little time enjoyn'd yl © 
. whole Church with the greateſt ſtrictneſs, and ft 
Hente Hauded down to Poſterity, for their perpe 85 othe 


Edifeution, Inſtruction and Imitation. vent- 


Hy the holy Faſts are meant ſuch Days or Seappanner 
wherein the Church in conformity to primitive pradf leſh, ? 
has 'enjoyn'd all her Members to ſubdue the Cor rupipointed 
. of their Nature and Aﬀe&ions, by the Duties of Fa femei 
and Humiliation, and more than ordinary #11& Cumilit 
© of Ponitential Devot ion. Such are Good-Friday, rue Ca 
MWedneſday, and the Paſſion Week, (theſe I menercy 
Frſt as Faſts of a higher Rank, and the reaſonturn. 
given in the following Tra# ) the Ember-Days|ſ 1th th 
other ordimary days in Lent, Rogation-Days, « herefor 
Friday in the Tear except Chriſtmas-Day, and gphets, t 
-»Pally the Eves of ſuch Holy Days as do not happen us len 
Lime of Feaſting, as betwixt Chriſtmas and Lentſhis Lor 
Eaſter and Trinity-Sundayt) 135 F nf 

Now as we are all obliged To ot. thefe Mer Wal 
and Fiſts of the Church, not only from primf? BTL 
practice, and in obedience to the dujunctions of four. Vi 
own National Church, corroborated by the Law hriit?s 
the Land, but alſo as we value our own Souls|® Piet) 
heir Benefit and Inſtruction, fo if any Perſons whopnay be 
yet ignorant in theſe matters, will allow themſeèbrat 10 
the leiſure, upon every Holy - Day in the Aornt-ofd A 
fo read the ſhort Diſcourſe they ſball here find concyfable ti 
ing the keeping of that day C which will take tat VIC 
up but a very few Minutes) it is to be hoped deſigne 
may hereby be made ſo ſenſible of the Occaſion, her Sol 
Ve) will not for the future fail to obſerve ſuch dur diſp 
fo as 6:cromes Regular aud Devout Chriſtians. 
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HIS Day we eelebrate the Feſtival of the 
Advent of our Bleſſed Saviour: The word 
Advent ſignifying Coming or Approach- 

ing, the Church has diftinguiſh'd this and 

erpepne other three following Sundays by the name of 
Advent-Sundays, to remind us in a more eſpecial 

Sexmanner of our Lord's Advent or Coming in the 

pradFleſh, i. e. of the approaching holy Seaſon ap- 

rupipointed to be religiouſly obſery'd by all Chriſtians, 

* Faſpn remembrance of His Coming to viſit us in great 

T Coflumility, by taking our Nature upon him; the 

y, rue Cauſe of all our Exultation and Joy, for a 
menMercy to which we can never make a ſuitable re- 

ſonſturn. Yet, that the Jews might not be furpriz'd 

ays, iti the unexpected Coming of the promis d Mefras ; 

8, therefore, according to the Predictions of the Pro- 

id 8 phets, that Elias muſt firſt come, St. John the Baptiſt 

pen was lent as the Harbinger, to prepare the Way of 

enthhis Lord and Maſter. Thus, that we may not fall 
into any unbecoming Tranſports, or exceſs of Joy, 

Nor want of a due preparation for the reception of 

ind great a Bleſſing, the Church has ſet apart theſe 
of Pour Weeks of Advent (which precede the time of 

aw Chriſt's Coming in the Fleſh) to be ſpent in Works 
of Piety and Charity, that our Hearts and Minds 
phgþmay be devoutly prepar'd and qualify'd for the Ce- 
me ebration of this great Feſlival of the Birth of our 
21Þ-01d and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who at this agcep- 
oyeltable time came into the World to fave Sinners; leſt 

e Hour vicious Lives ſhould any way fruitrate the pious 

27 Ideſign of our holy Mother the Church, by rendering 

" her Solemnities either offenſive to cur Adverſaries, 

or diſpleaſing ta the Almighty, 

A 2 The 
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(2) 
The Collect for the firſt Sunday in Advent (whi dement, 
has a reference both to the Epiſtle and Goſpel fe give a 
lowing) is an excellent Prayer for all ſeaſons, ſres of J. 
more particularly for this; wherein the Church mr Holy 
only takes notice of our Bleſſed Saviour's firſt Cot his firt 
ing, bur alſo puts us in mind of the uſe we are | forget 
make of the great Benefits we have receiv'd therel};rible L 
that by caſting off the works of Darkneſs, and piith his 
ting on the armour of Light, we may at his ſecohd the 
Coming to Judge the World, be fo ready and ph his V 
par'd for that great Account we muſt then make, | 
to give it up with Joy and not with Sorrow, aþ—-—— 
may receive that Crown which he has prepar'd ff 
them that perſevere unto the end. | ( 
Ihe Epiſtle awakes and rouzes us out of the ſle 
of Sin and Ignorance, to behold this Sun of Rig 
teoufneſs ariſing upon us with healing in his Wing 
As alſo, it gives: us directions how to celebrate t he N 
Feaſts of the Church, i. e. not in Rioting af 
Drunkenneſs, Chambering and Wantonneſs, Stri 
and Envying; but, by putting on the Lord Jeſu 
by laying afide. our Luſts and Vanities, and practfy HIS 
{ing all theV irtues oppoſite to thoſe Vices the Apoſti us 
here mentions, that we may, with pure Hearts, atfon we 
_ devout Minds, approach the Throne of Grace. hs, ſur} 
The holy Goſpel ſeems rather to precede our Should * 
viour's Paſſion, than his Birth, but is chiefly uſqhe We 
here (ſay the Rationaliſts) for theſe words, Bleſſqzratefu 
25 he that cometh in the Name of the Lord, i. e. Bleſſq If it 
be he who for us Men and for our Salvation campation 
down from Heaven, was Incarnate by the HoChurct 
Ghaſkof the Virgin Mary, &c. Or (as the ApoſtÞDay, y 
ſpeaks) the Myſtery of Godlineſs, the Son of Gopf, wòI 
' manifeſted in the Fleſh, juſtify'd in the Spirit, ſeeſto ſo 
of Angels; for which we can never teo often finfyould 
Hoſanna in the Highe#. : Att 
The Offices of the Church, i. e. the Collects, Efof the 
piſtles and Goſpels, for the other Sundays in Adventſews, 
promiſcuouſly mention both our Bleſſed Lord's firſOld T. 
Coming in the Fleſh, and his ſecond Cotes ou 
: | | u 8 
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wh dgment, perhaps in Compaſſion to our Infirmity, 

el fe give a check to Humane Nature; leſt our Rap- 

NS, res of Joy for the great Condeſcenſion expreſs'd in 

Ch thr Holy Redeemer's taking our Nature upon hin 

t Cox his firſt Coming, ſhould make us flight, neglect 

are forget to prepare our ſelves for that great and 
erebrrible Day of the Lord, when he ſhall come again 

d puith his holy Angels, to judge both the Quick 
ſecohd the Dead, and reward every Man according 

CP > his Works. 


E, 
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rd ff | 
| CHRISTMAS-Day: 
e ſle | 
Righ OR, 
in 


te Te NAT IVI TV of our Bleſſed Savi- 
Z at 2 
our JESUS CHRIS r. 


j HIS is the Day which the Lord hath made, let 
polly& us rejoyce and be glad in it: And fo great rea- 
s, aſon we have for it, that it would be Ingratitude in 
Is, ſurpaſſing the worſt of Men and Devils, if we 
r Should ſuffer ſo great, ſo ſtupendous a Bleſſing, as 


uche World this Day receiv'd, to paſs by without a 


/cſ/Srateful (annual) acknowledgment. | 
leſſq If it were neceſſary, we might trace the Obſer- 
canration of this Day from the early practice of the 
HolChurch : And if we fhould be miſtaken in the very 
DoftDay, yet ſo long as we perform the Buſineſs there- 
'Gopf, with a. pious Gratitude and Devotion ſuitable 
ſeeto ſo holy a Solemnity, our blameleſs Ignorance 
 finfwould excuſe ſuch a well. meant religious Deſign. 


L 
renews, and accordingly the repeated Prophecies in the 
firf01d Teſtament, as well as other Traditions concern- 
x tding our Bleſſed Redeemer, were at this time exatly 
dg A: 3 ful- 
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At the end of Two Thouſand Years, the Coming 
df the Meſfias was the general expectation of the 
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| | | ( 4 )  ſarkabl 
fulfilled ; for in Bethlehem of Fudea (according t$2308 to 
the Predi4ion of Micah 5. 2.) in the Eaſtern part © edience 
the World (ſuitably to that of Zech. 3. 8. whose came 
name is the Eaſt) was compleated, as upon thiÞ*its, t 
Day, the Prophecy of Iſaiah 7. 14. Behold, a Virkble, W 
gm ſhall concerve, and bear a Son, &e. þr firſt-! 
Now, it muſt needs fill us with Admiration ap10usS 4 
well as Gratitude, if we ſeriouſly reflect upon thoſ adling 
gracious Methods God took, in making known td Crad! 
the World the myſterious Incarnation of his onlyþr Bleſſ 
begotten Son, whom he ſent at this time to takg$gorten 
away the Sins of the World. dme M. 
Fir, Leſt the Bleſſed Immaculate Virgin ſhoulqhom: -t. 
be too mich ſurpriz'd with rhe ſudden Miracle haimſelf 
intended to work in her, he diſpatched one of thgeaven « 
Heavenly Hoſt (his uſual Embaſſadors upon extraÞrapt u. 
ordinary Occaſions) with that Divine Meſſage tqurrow ' 
the Mother of our Lord, Hail, Mary! Thou artþ 4thly, 


Highly favoured, the Lord is with thee, thou art Bleſſedffard A 


among Women: And then, to remove the innocentpok im 
difhdence ſhe expreſs'd in that modeſt object ion, ais Cele 
bout the poſſibility of having a Child without know Phild ] 
ing a Man, the Angel explain'd himſelf, by tellingbout 4 
her, the Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon her, and the power their F 
of the Higheſt ſhould over-ſhadow her. And, udden 

 24ly, After her chaſt Eſpouſals ro Joſeph, toclearſell'd 1 
her Reputation, and take away all Umbrage, leſtÞþle Me 
he ſhould ſufpect her Virtue, an Angel was likewiſeſfoy; fo 
ſent to him, to aſſure him, that what was conceiv*dftid, 4 
in her was by the Holy Ghoſt,and not a humane butf' And 
a Heavenly Production: Theſe were the -previougableC 
Methods God made uſe of co bring into the Worldſfthis I 
the holy Child Jeſus, who at this time, to deliveyments 


Man, did not abhor the Virgin's Womb. Bur, The 


: 34ly, To fix our Thoughts more ſeriouſly upon ſofet Th 
divine a Contemplation, let us conſider the Cireum Day, 
ſtances of his Birth; which (to ſhew that his King-hwith 
dom was not of this World) was fo far from thefnow | 
external Pomp and Grandeur that uſually attends the Ange! 
Birth of Princes, that, on the contrary, it was as 

remark- 
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C57 
__ ſarkable for its Obſcurity: For Foſeph and 1ſry 
ling ting to Bethlehem to be either tax'd or inroll'd, in 
,art ofedience to Cæſar's Decree, and all the Inns (when 
whoſty came) being taken up by earlier or richer 
n thiheſts, the beſt Lodging they could get was a poor 
2 Virpble, where the Bleſſed Virgin was deliver'd of 
r firſt-born Son; who there perform'd the duty of 
ion agpious and tender Mother, wrapt her Infant in 
thoſgadling Cloatrhis, and made uſe of the Manger for 
vn tos Cradle. Oh ! the miraculous Condelcenſion of 
 onlybr Bleſſed Redeemer, that he who was the only 
takckgotten Son of God ſhould humble himſelf to be- 
dme Man! he who was before all Worlds, and by 
houlqhom the World was made, ſhould, for our Sakes, 
le hgimſelf become a Babe; and that he whom the 
f thefeaven of Heavens cannot contain, ſhould be found 
xtra$rapt up with a few ſwadling Cloaths, within the 
e tdfrrow dimenſions of a Manger. Yet, 
arif 4thly, Notwithſtanding this Birth was, in out- 
/e//edffard Appearance, ſo mean and obſcure, yet God 
centÞok immediate care to publiſh it to the World by 
, as Celeſtial Heralds : For no ſooner was the holy 
ow.Þhild Jeſus born, but the Glory of God ſhone round 
lingfbout a Company of Shepherds that were watching 
2werfheir Flocks by Night, who being diſmay'd at fo 
udden a ſurprizing Luſtre, an Angel preſently diſ- 
learpell'd their fears, by the delivery of that comforta- 


leſtÞle Meſſage, Bebold, I bring you good Tidings of great 


v2 ditid, 2 Saviour, which is Chriſt the Lord 


viſeßoy, for unto you is born this Day, in the City of Da- 


but And if we regularly joyn in the Church's admi- 


ougrable Offices, in the remembrance of the Salvation 
r[dfthis Day brought to us, we need no other Argu- 
verments to heighten our Devotion. 

The proper Pſalms appointed, are a continu'd Song 


 ſofof Thankſgiving for the miraculous Bleſlings of the 

um- Day, whereby the Church calls upon us, not only 
ng4with the Shepherds, to glorify God for what we 
hef now hear and ſee ; but alſo to joyn with the holy 
hefAngels in that divine Hymn, Glory to God on 
48 


29 A 4 He, 


C8) 1 2 9 


High, on Earth Peace, Good Will towards Mp compe 
The firſt Leſſon is a Prophecy of our Bleſſed F Joy a 
viour's Incarnation : In the ſecond we have the aould b 
compliſhment of it. uld be 
The Colle& teaches us how to pray, that we mrforma 
be partakers of the Benefits of our Saviour's Birtſiſpoſiti 
V hereof the Epiſtle and Goſpel give us a ſhqcomme 
Hiſtory. For which wonderful and invalualęſignati 
Mercies we are directed (in the preface in the Con ill of 
munion Service) how with Angels and Arch-A1 The B. 
gels, and all the Company of Heaven, we ought | woulc 
laud and magnifie the Glorious Name of God, Egjadowec 


— ——hd Foll 
St. STEPHE N“ Day, 


. ſo 
P15 and the two following Feſtivals are the ii 85 
4 mediate Attendants upon the great Feaſt ꝙ our $ 
our Bleſſed Saviour's Nativity: And to find thirine w: 
glorious Birth-day thus immediately ſucceeded by ges of 
Funeral Pomp, ſeems (methinks) ſoftly to put Yeq oye 
in mind of our Mortality, to whiſper to us how Tig © 
thort a time there is between the Cradle and thwartin 
Grave, and to remind us how ſpeedily our Corruperefore 
tion muſt put on Incorruption. And *tas not imceſſary 
ee that the Martyrdom of this Day's Sain who 
as this place alotted in our Calendar, with a piouffer, ar 
deſign to give a Check to the Exorbitancy of ouffer' f 
Joy, which otherwiſe might have tranſgreſs'd thd othe 
Bounds of Reaſon and Religion. For why may narticula 
the Church after ſo high a Feaſt as this of the Naje Hone 
tivity, call all her Children together, as Jo6 calleeligion 
upon his, by a common Sacrifice to ſanctifie them Who 
ſelves: Leſt (being leſs upon their Guard 1d man 
. Whilſt their Minds were tranſported with Joy, the) make 
might have offended God in the height of they the J 
Entertainments, by committing ſomething unbehurch, 
coming their Chriſtian Profeſſion. The f 
And as the Church ſeems very careful ſo ſweetlerbs of 
e 


iii 
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| C79, 
; Mp compoſe the Diſcord which thoſe two Paſſions 
ſed F Joy and Grief would raiſe in us, as that there 
the gould be nothing harſh and diſagreeing, but there 

uld be a compleat Harmony in all our Chriſtian 

e merformances : So likewiſe her wiſe and provident 
Birtliſpoſition of theſe Feſtivals ſeems powerfully to 
| ſhqcommend to us that great Goſpel-Duty of Self- 
luabeſignation, and a chearful Submiſſion to the good 
Conf ill of God, whether it be in Life or Death. _ 
1-At The Brightneſs of our Bleſſed Saviour's Incarnati- 
ght f would never have been thus Clouded and over- 
adowed with the Death of his Saints, were 1t not 
ently to teach us that our very being Diſciples 
— Id Followers of Chriſt may ſeem to require thus 
uch of us, that he that would ſave his Life in a- 
ther World muſt loſe it in this; (i. e.) that it 
. lay ſo happen that there ſhall be no way left us 
ne thereby we may be made Glorious Chriſtians, but 
alt & our Sufferings; and indeed the Truth of this Do- 
| thirine was but too frequently experienc'd in the firſt 
by ges of the Church, whilſt none but Wolves pre- 
ut Ved over both their Shepherds and their Flocks. 
 ho\*Tis certain no Doctrine was ever more directly 
d thwarting the Dictates of Fleſh and Blood, and 
ITUNerefore to engage Men to the Practice of it, it was 
© IMiceſſary that Chriſt himſelf ſhould recommend it ; 
Sain who as he was Man, knew what it was to 
PLOUffer, and as God, knew how to ſupport them that 
$ Ouffer'd for his Sake, as he did the Bleſſed Apoſtles 
d thd other Holy Martyrs in a miraculous manner; 
y narticularly the Holy Saint of this Day, who had 
e Naje Honour to be the firſt Martyr for the Chriſtian 
calleeligion. | 
hem Who and what this Hely Saint was, the occafion 
1ard id manner of his Sufferings, with the Uſe we are 
the) makeofſuch Examples, we are at large inſtructed 
thez the Holy Offices for the Day appointed by the 
unbehurch, NS | 

The firſt Leſſon which is taken out of the No- 


eet leris of Solomon, contains ſome general Obſervati- 
tt | Sn Ons 
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ons the Wiſe Man made of Impiety and religious 


Integrity; which are here read to admoniſh us how Þ 


to avoid the former, and according to the Example 
of this Day's Martyr to adhere to the latter. 

In the two Second Leſſons, which are taken out 
of the 6th and 7th Chapters of the Acts of the A- 
Moſtles ; 1, We have a Relation of the great 
Wonders and Miracles he wroughtamorg the People, 
after his being endued with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
Power from on high, by the Impoſit ion ef the A- 
poſtle*s hands, upon his being ordained a Deacon. 

24ly, We have an account of his diſputing with 
certain of the Synagogue, who not being able to 
reſiſt the Wiſdom and the Spirit by which he ſpake 
ſuborn'd falſe Witneſſes, to accuſe him before the 
Council of Blaſphemy againſt Aoſes and againſt" 
God, the Temple and the Law. Thus the Requital 
this good Man meets with for his Charitable En- 
deavours to propagate Truth, andreclaim them from' 
Error, is to be purſued with loud Clamours, bit⸗ 
ter Invetives, and falſe Accuſations by thoſe very 
Perſons he took fo much pains to oblige. And 'tis, 
God knows, even at this time no ſtrange thing to 
ſee good Men for their forward Zeal to maintain the 
Truth, bring upon themſelves the Puniſhment due 
to a bad Cauſe. — 1 

zahy, We have his Defence at large before the 
Council, where he appeared with the Beauty and 
Splendor of an Angel ; and deliver'd to them ſueh 
bold Truths as cut them to the Heart, and made 
them gnaſh with their Teeth. No fooner were they 
baffled by the divine Force of thoſe Arguments di- 
cated by that Spirit which Chriſt promis'd ſhould 
ſpeak in them (when they were brought before Ru- 
lers for his Sake) and ſhould direct and aſſiſt them 
in ſuch Conflicts; but they endeavoured to hide 
the ſhining of his Face, by throwing all the Dirt 
upon it they can, thus to veil by their unjuſt Stan- 
ders, and obſcure the Luſtre of it with all the odious 
Reproaches their pregnant Malice could invent. — 
where 
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where Arguments fail'd they reſolv'd to ſtick at no- 
hing that might accompliſh their Deſigns, till their 
onteſt about Religion degenerated into Malice and 
out Ended in Blood. Which that Portion of Scripture 
A. pade uſe of for the Epiſtle, gives an account of, 
reat ſbeing a Continuation of the ſame Chapter. And 
ple, indeed when Men's Eyes are once blinded with the 
and Miſts of prejudice and falſe Opinions, they are ſoon 
A. {miſled into the moſt dangerous Precipices of Action; 
. {againſt the fury whereof, neither the beſt Cauſe nor 
ith the higheſt Merit and Integrity is of ſufficient force. 
to They had been already the Betrayers and Murtherers 
ake Jof Chriſt, and now they will make his Doctrines 
the Jand Miniſters undergo the ſame Fate. For as if 
nit they were afraid the divine Rhetorick of this pow- 
ital ſerful Charmer ſhould have any good Effect upen 
En- them, they cry'd out with a loud Voice, that they 
om might drown the Cries of their own Conſciences, and 


ious 
LOW 


"ple 


ery and caſt him out of the City, and ſton'd him. Where, 


tis, In the laſt place we ſhall conſider this holy Man's 
to Demeanour in his laſt Agonies, which was every 


the way becoming a Saint of Ged. Whoſe Example is 
due propos'd to us by the Church, to teach us how to 

i behave our ſelves as becomes Chriſtians, if ever it 
che ſhould be our Infelicity to fall into ſuch Cireum- 
ind ſtances. His Diſpleaſure never over- powered his 
jeh Patience; but after his dear Saviour's Example be- 
ade ling 1evil'd, he revil'd not again, being curs'd by 


16y | them he in return again bleſs'd them amidſt his cruel 


di- |Sufterings. All the Arms he us'd againſt his bloody 
d |Perſecutors were only thoſe fo well known in the 
u- ſucceeding Ages of the Church, viz. Prayers and 
em Tears. Arms not to conquer their Tyrannizing Go- 
ide vernors, but to ſuffer as Martyrs, which this Day's 


irt Saint truly did in the moſt humble Poſture, begging - 


in. upon his Knees with his dying Breath, that his all- 
us | merciful Lord would not lay this Sin to their Charge; 
nd And that we may be prepar'd to follow this great 


ere | Example (when thereunto called) in bleſſing _ 
| a 


—— — 
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zit N their Ears, ran upon him with one accord, 
an 


| 


5 


that curſe us, doing good to them that hate us, and 
pray ing for them that deſpitefully uſe and perſecute 
us, we cannot implore the divine Aſſi ſtance in more 
proper Terms, than in the Words uſed by the Church 
in the Collect for the Day. Grant, O Lord, that in 
all our Sufferings, &c. 


oO 


St. ]J O H N's Day. 


TI Feaſt is appointed by the Church to be kept 
holy in Memory of the bleſſed Apoſtle and 
Evangeliſt St. Foln, one of the Sons of Zebedee, 
Brother to St. James the Great (who were call'd 
Sons of Thunder, a Name given them, as ſome think, 
more particularly upon this Saint's account, for that 
remarkable Sublimity and Profoundneſs of Style 
wherein he expreſſes the Myſtery of the Goſpel) 
with whom he was called from the Trade of Fiſhing 
to be a Diſciple. of Chriſt. He was one of the three 
whom our Bleſſed Saviour choſe to accompany him 


in his Retirements and Privacies; and in ſo peculiar } 


a manner the Favourſt&&f our Lord, that he was 
diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of the teloved Diſciple, 
So remarkable was the Honour that our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour ſhewed this Day's Saint, that we find him 
placed next himſelf at the Paſchal Supper ; where 
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tho? the other Apoſtles were defirous to know whom 
it was our Lord meant ſhould betray him, yet none 
of them daring preſume to aſk the Queſtion, St. Pe- 
ter put it upon this Diſciple whom Jeſus lov'd, and 
who lean'd upon his Boſom, to make the Enquiry. 
And in return to theſe particular Favours con- 
ferr'd upon him, (to ſhew us an Example of Grati- 
tude, 8 and Conſtancy) tho? ſurpriz'd at 


our Saviour's ſudden Apprehenfion, he fled at firſt 
with the reſt, yet he preſently recollected himſelf, 
and, with a Reſolution becoming a Diſciple of the 
- Croſs, enter'd the high Prieſt's Hall, and not only 
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accompanied his Lord and Maſter, through the In- 1 
dignities of his tedious Tryal, but alſo attended him 
to his dolorous Crucifixion; where he beth boldly 
own'd his Maſter amidſt his moſt critel Enemies, and 
was with as affetionate a Regard own'd by him in 
his laſt Agonies, where he made this Day's Saint 
the Guardian to the Bleſſed Virgin his Mother by 
his laſt Will and Teſtament. | 

By this great Example we have natural Aﬀection, 


— 


and a tender regard of aged or diſtreſſed Parents, pow- 
ferfully recommended for our Imitation. 


After the Death of the Bleſſed Mother of our 
Lord, who died Fifteen Years after our Lord's 


| Aſcenſion, and whom he had treated during her 
Life at his Houſe at Feruſalem, with a dutiful Re- 


ſpe& and pious Care, ſuitable to the Truſt repoſed 
in him by ſuch a Teſtator, he took his Journey in- 
to Aſia, (which Province fell to his Share) conſirm- 
ing the Goſpel where he found it already planted, 
andpreaching it where they had not hitherto re- 
ceived the Chriſtian Faith, there founding many 


Churches of Note and Eminency. 


But he was too diligent and yoga ry Long his 
e Fury and Malice of 


in the Reign of Domitian; when being accuſed as an 
eminent Diſturber and Subverter of the eſtabliſhed 


Religion of the Empire, he was by the Pro-conſul of 


Aſia apprehended and ſent bound to Rome, and there 
condemned to be caſt into a Cauldron of boyling Oil: 
A barbarous Sentence agreeable enough to the cruel 


' Temper of that bloody Prince! But tho? this Man 
was miraculouſly deliver'd by the hand of divine 
Providence from this exquiſite (and as they thought 
inevitable) Death, yet (ſo little Effect have even 
Miracles upon obdurate Hearts and prejudiced Mind) 
the cruel Emperor's Malice did not ceaſe here; far 
When he found 't was beyond his Power to put him 
to Death, that he might not however eſcape his 


ſoli. 


Fury, he condemned him to Baniſhment, into a 
tary 


De a7 


V of 
— 8 2 Ft (os 
= — 25. a> i 


> * OI — * Si 5 —— T2 : = 
EEE 
= — OTO— 


— — ——— — 


tary uncomfortable Iſland call'd Patmos; where thi Enquir 
devout St, converſing with his God in divine Con pon 
templations, by frequent Viſions and Heavenly RA Oueſt " 
preſentations, had ſuch a Proſpect of the futuſ &...4 
State of the Church, as enabled him to write hi Thoug 
divine Revelation. | to his: 
After many Years ſpent in this Solitude he req this B 
turned from his Exile, upon the ſucceeding Empef 
ror's repealing ſeveral ſevere Acts his infamous Pref 
deceſſor had made againſt the Chriſtians ; and at hig 
Return (which was ſoon after the Martyrdom of | 
| Biſhop Timothy) he took upon him (being aſſiſted by 
ſome other Biſhops) the great Charge of that largg | 
Dioceſe of Epheſw, were he writ his Holy Goſpel; 
and in the beginning of Trajan's Reign departed thij 
Life in a good old Age, being about 99 Years old 
when he died, who may not improperly be ſaid t 
have outliv'd his own Martyrdom. | 
The Collect for the Day refers to the Epiſtl 


(which is part of his own firſt Epiſtle) wherein po 
the Apoſtle deſcribes the Perſon of our Saviour inf Tidi 
whom we have Eternal Life by a conſtant Commu- too 


nion with God, which is to be kept up by the Ho-] he \ 
lineſs of our Lives, to teſtifie the Truth of ourk com 
Profeſſion. Ku 

In the Holy Goſpel we have what before was] call 
mentioned, viz. this beloved Diſciple's being defired} (Pe 
by St. Peter to aſk our Saviour who it was that!? 
ſhould betray him: As alſo the Concern St. Peter, bo! 
expreſſeth in his deſire to know what ſhould become Pr. 
of this his intimate Friend. For ſuch this day's} Her 


— 
O 


| paintand he were, as appears by the ſeveral Inſtances ac: 


we find recorded of their Familiarity, namely their Cr 
Haſtning together to the Sepulchre, their going to-F th 
gether to the Temple at the Hour of Prayer, the pr 
Miracle of healing they wrought together, their}, tl 
preaching to the People, and being made Priſoners | 
at the lame time by the Chief Prieſts and Sadducees, } t! 
and their pleading their own Cauſe the next day 
before the Sanhedrim, and in this place his folicitous} _ K 
5 | Enquiry} | 
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e Conf Enquiry what ſhould be the Fate of his Friend. 
* Upon our Bleſſed Saviour's Anſwer to which 
fury Queſtion of St. Peter, was built that commonly re- 
ite þ ceived Error, that this Diſciple ſhould never die; 


re th 


ME Though in Truth our Saviour's Anſwer related only 
he rel to his coming to the Deſtruction of Feryſalem, which 
mpel this Holy Apoſtle ſurviv'd many Years. 
is Pre . 1 
[| EE De > 
5 | 
ed h INNOCENTS Day. 
largy - 3 
'ſpel,; © Feſtival is celebrated by the Church in Com- 
1 thif 1 memoration of thoſe Holy Innocents, who fell 
s olq a Sacrifice (as upon this Day) to the Ambition of 
1d ta the cruel Tyrant Herod, who had newly acquir'd the 
| Government (with the Title of King) of Fudea from 
piſti the Emperor Avgulys., He had not been long 
erei poſſeſs'd of it, before he was fſurpriz'd with the 
r inf Tidings of a New Born King of the Fews, and that 
mu-] too of the Royal Stock and Lineage of David, whom 


Ho-] he was inform'd the wiſe Men from the Eaft were 
Our come to worſhip by the Direction of a Star. This 
Rumour ſtartled him ſo much, that immediately he 
Was] calPd a Council of the Chief Prieſts and Scribes 
( Perſons beſt {kil}'d in the Law and the Prophets) 
thath todemand of them where this young King was to be 
erer“ born ; Who all agreed that (according to repeated 
dme Prophecies and Traditions) the Place nyuſt be Bethle- | 
a' bem of Fudea, Herod finding all Circumſtances thus 
ices accord in the Birth of Chriſt, whoſe Title to that 
eirf Crown he conceiv'd much better than his own; he 
to-“ thought no way ſo proper to ſecure his precarious 
thef pretended Right, as by deſtroying the young Prince 
elr}, that had a real one. 
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ers So jealous are Uſurpers of Hereditary Right, that 
es, they ſtick at no Barbarity to prevent its taking 
ay | lace. This was ſufficiently inſtanced in the cruel 
us} Maſlacre this day executed upon the poor harm- 


ir) lels Babes, Yet 
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Vet before he ventur'd upon this unparallell'd Crifoncerni: 
elty, he firſt try'd how far the ſpecious Pretence qhepherd 
Religion would ſerve his bloody Deſigns; and tfaſtern \ 
thisendorder'd the Wiſe Men (when they had founſheſe or 
the Holy Child Feſw) to bring him word that hhink fit 
might go and Worſhip him; tho? at the ſame timway the 

he thought of nothing leſs: For as a Meſſiah hfhe Miſe 
did not value him, only under the Pretext of worforrupt 1 
* Chriſt, he hoped for an Opportunity tpents of 
deſtroy the King of the Jews. | The ( 
But no ſooner found he himſelf mock'd and diſhnends te 
appointed by the wiſe Men (whowere directed by r. Hc 
God to return home another way) but he preſentlywith a c 
pulls off the Maſk of Hypocrifie, and ſhews himſfelher to c 
a true Edomite, from which Stock he ſprang, angf Relig 
which very Name beſpeaks Blood, proves his Le4 2. W 
gitimacy from the Family of Eſau by his Inhumaqirtuou 
nity, and engroſſes his Pedigree in Characters offeave u 
Innocent Blood. | leſſin 
And tho? God has peremptorily ſaid, whoeverhands fr 
Deeds Man's Blood, by Man fhall bis Blood be ſhed, yetwiſe im 
(like David's Man in Proſperity) he thought line 3. V 
{elf placed in too high a Station fer ſuch Threats PMiRic 
and rather than endure the Thoughts of a Competiqpon us 
tor to his Crown, reſolv'd not to leave a Childfwhenev 
living in Bethlehem, and all the Coaſts round abougments c 
it: Whereupon he caus'd ſuch a barbarous MaſlacreÞreaſts 
upon thoſe Holy Innocent Children, as uot only} And 
Rachel, but all Ramah, was filled with Lamentati-Thriſt, 


MT 


— 


ons : and the whole City of Judab, and all the ad-HFrame 


jacent Places put in deep Mourning for their butchqare tau, 
er'd Infants ; which the Greek Church computes to Collect 
be in Number about 14000. Streng! 
We ſhall not be too nice in enquiring into the liabe 
Reaſons, why God ſuffer'd ſo many Innocent ſhe wo 
Children to be murther'd by the hand of a bloody ſlrengt 
Tyrant; Whether it might be for the inhoſpitable jcency 
Treatment the Bleſſed Virgin met with from the ſeven u 
Bethlehemites at our Bleſſed Saviour's Birth, or for Thron 
the little regard they had either to the Prophecies 
con | 


n 


he bf, 
dCrifoncerning him, or to the Meſſage and Joy of th 
nee qhepherds, or to the Offerings and Worſhip the 
and tfaſtern Wiſe Men paid to him! Whether upon 
foungheſe or whatſoever other Accounts God might 
at Hhink fit to puniſh ſuch obdurate Parents by taking 
: timway their Children, not only from them, but from 
in hihe Miſeries of a ſinful Life, and the Errors of a 
worforrupt Education, and making them the Inſtru- 
ty tppents of his Glory by the Crown of Martyrdom. 
The Con{iderations this Day's Feſtival recom- 
diſſpends to us are chiefly theſe, | 
ed by r. How from Herod's pretending to worſhip Chriſt 
entlivith a deſign to murther him; we ſhould learn ne- 
imſelper to cloak any wicked deſigns under the Pretence 
, andÞf Religion. | OR 
s Le] 2. What reaſonParents have to be careful in the 
uma h irtuous Education of their Children, leſt God be- 
rs offeave us of them as a Puniſhment to us, tho? as a 
Bleſſing to them, in delivering them out of our 
oevenpands from the corrupt Principles they might other- 
, JetÞviſe imbibe from wicke d Parents. = 
him] z. With what Patience we are to bear whatever 
ats Bflictions God in his Mercy or Juſtice ſhall lay 
petiÞpon us, even the parting with our dear Children, 
hildfvhenever he ſhall think fit to make them Inſtru- 
boutments of his Glory, tho' torn from their Mothers 
acrereaſts by the hands of Perſecuting Tyrants. 
only And Lafly, How to make us true Diſciples of 
dati Thriſt, we ſhould become as little Children in the 
ad- Frame and Temper of our Minds, to winch end we 
tchfare taught to pray with the Church in this day's 
s to Collect, That fince God has been pleas'd to ardain 
Strength out of the Mouths of Babes and Suck- 
theflings, and make them glorifie him by their Deaths, 
dent the would kill and mortifie afl Vices in us, and fo- 
ody ſlrengthen us with his Grace; that by the Inno- 
tle cency of our Lives and Conſtaney of our Faith, 
the ſeven unto Death, we may gloritie his Holy Name, 
for [Through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
dies B NEW 
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The CIRCUMCISION of CHRIST. fourneys 


: 7 coſtly 
WWI celebrate this Feaſt in Memory of o ons, bt 
Lord's Circumciſion. \oſe tc 


As all Fæderal Compacts have ſome ſolemn outpenal tie 
ward Rites of Ratification, ſo God appointed Cu, oriev 
cumciſion as the Seal of the Covenant, which 1-4 
was pleas'd to enter into with 4braham and his Pqher the 
ſterity, Gen. 17. 9, 10, IT. God ſaid unto Abraßaſo add 
thou Fal keep my Covenant. This 1s my Covenant whith,, be NM 
ye ſhall keep between me and you, and thy Seed afterrer in 
hee; every Man-child among you ſhall be circunſpapt iſh 
cis'd, and ye ſpall circumciſe the Fleſp of your ForesRthyere be 
and it ſhall be a token of the Covenant betwixt me ancumeiſi 
you, Which Precept was afterwards not only in God's 
corporated into the Body of the Fewi/þ Law, anfynger t 
entertain'd with the higheſt Veneration, but rely Hnant mn 
on as the main Foundation of their Hopes of Ac might. 
ceptance with God. But as the Law was only Jas the 
Shadow of good things to come, and not the very and a“ 
Image of the things themſelves; and therefore th I hu 
the Law came by Moſes, yet Grace and Truth cam ſtro 
by Jeſus Chriſt, It was time for Moſes to reſigſ Grab. 
the Chair, when this Prophet came into the World vent 
Ceremonies could be of no longer uſe, when thy the he 
Subſtance appear'd, i.e, when the promis'd Meſſialf and de 
came into the World, whom the Apoſtle calls thi but al 
Mediator of a better Covenant; who for our Sakey ment 
took upon him the Curſe of the Law, being madq moſt 
Sin for us, and becoming a Surety for us Sinners td An 
an offended Deity, ſealing the Covenant, as upon thif Name 
Day (by undergoing the cruel Rite of Circumciſion} mony 
with ſome drops of that his moſt precious Blood} the |: 
which he deſign'd to pour out more largely upalt Cirex 
the Croſs, for the Redemption of Mankind. 

How ſevere, burtÞh..aiome and ſervile the 1 
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ical Diſpenſation was, is very plain to any Per- 
n that reads the State of the Jewiſn Church. As 

he multitude of their ſolemn ſtated times of Wor- 
ip; their New Moons and Ceremonial Sabbaths; 
he Charges, as well as Fatigue of their tedious 
ſourneys to Feruſalem, to offer their (ſometimes ve- 
7 coſtly ) Sacrifices; their Worſhips and Puridea- 
ions, beſides innumerable little Ceremonies (and 
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nalties) which were ſuch heavy burthens, and 
o grievous to be born, that the very Apoſtles com- 
plain'd it was a yoke upon their Necks, which nei- 
ther they nor their Fathers were able to bear: And, 
o add to the ſeverity of the Law, at their admiſſion 
o be Members of the Jewiſh Church (as Chriſtians 
ben ter into Covenant with God, by the Sacrament of 
4 Baptiſm) their new born Infants on the 8th day 
*©Mwyere bound to undergo the painful Ceremony of Cir. 
77 Meumciſion, otherwiſe that Soul to be cut off from 
ly in God's People; this Duty being enjoyn'd to Abraham, 
dan under this ſevere Penalty, as a Token of the Cove- 
rely nant made with him and his Poſterity, that they 
k Ac might carry in their Bodies that Badge of diſtinction, 
ay Jas the Seal of their Right to the Land of Promile, 
Ven and a Token of their being the ſelect People of God. 
Thus our Bleffed Saviour, who came not to de- 
un ſtroy, but to fulfil the whole Law, as a Son of 
rabam, (tho! before Abraham was, he 35) under- 
went this ſevere part of the Law, not only to tak 
the heavy Yoke of the Law from off our Shoulders, 
and deliver us from the Severity of its Commands, 
but alſo to ſhew us that he came to ſuffer the Pani» 
ment due to our Sins, and toattone for then by Als 

{| moſt precious Blood, | 
7 And this being the time when they impoſed 
Names upon their Children (that the whole Ceres 
mony might be regularly performed, ) the Golpel for 
the Day informs us, that our Blefled Lord, at his 
| Cireum:ifion upon the 8th day, receiv d the Holy 
B 2 Name 


oſe too commanded to be obſerv'd under levere - 


pray (as in the Collect for the Day) * That we may 
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Name of Jeſus, as the Angel had directed before hp) Our 
immaculate Conception. orldl! 
And the ſame Angel giving this reaſon why Hthings 
ſhould be ſo call'd, Becauſe he was ſent to ſave th} ord Je 
People from their Sins. The Apoſtle has enjoyn'þ 
ſuch a reverence to be paid to that Holy Name by 
all Chriſtians, That at the Name of Jeſus every Knud 
Hall bow. 5 5 | 
As our Bleſſed Saviour then ſuffer'd himſelf, an 
became obedient to the Law for us, let us endeavou 
to make a right uſe of the Benefits received thereh HE 


eng the 


in a better, more eaſie, manly and natural Way? 

Let us, in return, diligently obſerve the Law 
and Precepts of the Goſpel. Gn 

24ly, Has our Saviour, who Shed ſome of hi 
Blood as upon this Day, broken down the Partitior 
Wall betwixt Jew and Gentile ; ſo that now there“ h 
no diſtinction, neither Jew nor Greek, Male nor 18 4 
Female, Bond nor Free, but we are all one in Chriſſte dat! 
Jeſus; and in every Nation, he that fears God, and 
works Righteouſneſs, is accepted with Him? 

Let us who are thus led into the way of Truth, 
hold the Faith in Unity of Spirit, in the Bond o 
Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of Life, | 

dly, Was our Lord, as upon this Day, 
Te that he might ſave us from our Sins? he; 

Let us who name the Name of Chriſt, depart 74% 
from Iniquity. And as we receive our Chriſtianf vc! 
Names, when we enter into Covenant with God by " 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm (in lieu of the e hal 
Rite of Circumciſion.) Let our Chriſtian Names lying 
always put us in mind of our Baptiſmal Vow ; which]: Ye 
that we may the better perform, let us conſtantly Ar 


have the true Circumciſion of the Heart, and that And 
| 6 21] ulua 
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dre hall our Members may be ſo mortify'd, from all 
orldly and Carnal Luſts, that we may in all 

vhy things obey his bleſſed Will, through the ſame 

we Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Joyn! 1 3 5 * 

ime bp 


y Kind The TWELETH-DayY: 


f. anfeing the EPIPHANY 3 or the Feaft of the Manifeſtat ion 
ave of CaRIST to the Gentiles. | 


therel 


THE word properly ſignifies Appearance; and 
edienl is here more emphatically us d for Chriſt's 
oleraRKppearance in the World at his Birth, and yet more 
e Goberticularly his Manifeſtation, or being made known 
;> fo thoſe Wiſe Men of the Eaſt, among the Gentiles, 
Law ho were famous for Learning, eſpecially their 
Knowledge aud Skill in Aſtronomy ; who obſerving 
f;hjiÞ2 extraordinary Star, differing in Luſtre and Mag- 
itioitude from the reſt in the Heavens; and concluding 1 
gere Huch a Prodigy muſt preſage ſomething unuſual, and 7 
no Worth their enquiry, took a Journey to Feruſalem, 4 
bright? ſatisfie their Curiofity : Perhaps the general Ex- 
pectation the Jews had expreſs'd about this time of [ 
he promiſed Meſjah, had reach'd their Country, | 
uth land probably made them the more Inquiſitive. In | 
d off eating upon the Maſſacre of the Holy Innocents, 
ſuve have mention'd the uneafineſs Herod expreſs'd, F 
ald when he was inform'd of the Cauſe of their com- ö 

pug to Feruſalem, from whence they proceeded on 1 
part their Journey, by the direction of the ſame Star, | 
tian} rhich guided them directly to the place, where 0 
d by (to their Joy and Satisfaction) they found the Holy 
nfull Child Feſus wrapt up in Swathling Cloaths, and 
ines lying in a Manger. if 
lich! Yet, notwithſtanding they found the Holy Infant mm 
ly in this deſpicable Condition, theſe very Heathens 1 
nay þ could not but diſcern and acknowledge his Divinity: 4 
hat] And, according to the Eaſtern Cuſtom, where they 
all | uſually bring Preſents, when they make their court 
| to ; 
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to their Princes, they preſented him with ſome | 
the richeſt Products of their Country; i. e. Gold (ſeſn, p 
2 King) Franckincenſe (as a God) and Myrrh (as phany , 
Man.) Thus theſe Wiſe Men became Tributary $du{tric 
this Great King of the whole World, not only weſF2111! 
ſhipping him with their Bodies (falling down at jt Mi 
Feet) but with their Subſtance ; teaching us here 
how to addreſs and apply our ſelves to God, not 
preſume to appear before the Lord empty, but 1 | 
member that our Alms and Oblations are as neceſſa} SU 
a Duty as our Prayers and Thankſgivings. 

In thoſe extraordinary Feſtivals in the Jewir gz! 
Church, which laſted for ſeveral Days, the firſt af ut 
the laſt were always high Days. Thus, that wr 2 
may not be leſs grateful than the Jews, for Godeard h 
great Mercies and Deliverances , the Chriitly |q...., 
Church has always appointed ſome other Days In th 
attend her high Feaſts, and particularly twelve he Mi! 
accompany the great Feſtival of our Bleſſed Savioup,n:7,, 
Nativity: And tho' each of em is kept in memoſ On + 
of Chriſt's Appearance in the World; yet this, by. Lej 
ing the concluding Day, is more particularly of On r 
ſery*'d by the Church, and diſtinguiſh'd more ey, a we 
preſly by the name of Epiphany, and accordingly H And 
proper Offices appointed for it. In Latin ts regjye, u 
der'd Epiphaniz, in the plural number, becaule. gart to 
this ſame Day (tho? not in the ſame Year) theie weſhgoes 
three Epiphany's or Mamiteſtations of our Lowe that 
which are mention'd in the Service for rthe-Daps gaqj 
The firſt was his Manifeſtation by the direction hanv'd 
a Star, which we have recorded in this Days Goſphnd'the 
The ſecond, the Manifeitation of the Glorichuard 
Trinity at our Saviour's Baptiſm, mention'd in tim. 
ſecond Leſſon for the Morning. The third, th; lis f 
Manifeſlation of his divine Nature, by his Miraqanndt 
of turning Water into Wine, which we read in th; 4h! 
ſecond Leſſon for the Evening. g S wit 

And as we tind, from the Nativity to the vita: 
piphany, the Church takes care by her Offices, “ 
make Chriſt's Humanity, of Ianifeſtarion i } 

Nel 
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"me i : : fo from the E- 

and conſpicuous to us; o 1 
5 en Sonde) call'd Septuageſima, ſhe is, as 
12 ious nifeſting to us his Divinity, by en- 
ary iduſtrious in man g to * +3 
v ertaining us with the Hiſtory of lome of his 
Teſt Miracles. 


* 


Ut 1 


ceſſa SUNDAYS after EPIPHANY. 


Jewi 
rit af 


at 


Gogeard him were aſtaniſh'd at his Underſtanding and 
HU nſwers. 

a/s } In the ſecond Sunday's Goſpel, we have related 
Ive the Miracle he wrought at the Marriage of Cana in 
ioupalilee, turning Water into Wine. | 
MA On the 3d, We read of his miraculous curing 
15% ihe Leper. 


ut 
Iy of On the 4th, His ſtilling the raging of the Sea, 
le thy a word of his Mouth. i 

2 1 And as theſe four Sundays laſt mentioned have 
15 Tehiven us a glimpſe of Chriſt's Glory, manifeiled in 


* , 


ule gart to us, in his Miracles upon Earth, So the 
© WeDffces for the 5th and 6th Sundays put us in mind 

pf that great and terrible Day of the Lord, when 
e Dae ſhall appear in his full Glory, and come accom- 
tion any'd with his holy Angels, to judge the Quick 
201PEnd the Dead; and that we may be found upon Our 
10110puard, and duly qualify'd to be made like unto 
in him, when he ſhall rhus manifeſt himlelf to us, 
GS int his ſecond Coming in Power and great Ps we 
raanner addrels Cod in more pathetical or more 
in tſujtable words, than the Church has furniſhed 
s with, in the Collect for the alt Sunday in 
git han. | 
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SEPTUAGESIMA, SEXAGESIMA, angie now 
QuiNqQuacesIMa-SunDays. geh 
NE of our moſt Judicious Ritualiſts tells ur Fr = 
the beſt reaſon he can find out of many giveſenſe of 

for the Names of theſe Sundays, is, in his Opinioſ which 

from the ſequel of Numbers (as he calls it a Conſehns, cx 

quentia Numerandi) the Firſt Sunday in Lent (or qed. 8 

the Forty Days Faſt) being call'd Quadrageſinia, be e 

cauſe Forty Days before Eater, and the Sunday beyf the I 

fore that, being yer farther from Eaſter, and Fivq And 

being the next number above Four, it is thereforgart wi 
calld Quinquageſima, and the Sunday before thahe A pc 

Sexageſima, and for the ſame reaſon this firſt __ 

calPd Septuggeſima. And the reaſon why theſhmple ! 

Sundays are thus particularly diſtinguiſh'd, is, tha . 

we may take the more notice of them, as deſign'd b As al 

the Church to prepare us for the exchange of ouſarge ac 

Feaſting into Faſting, our Chriſtmas for a Lent. "hs 

Thus the Church takes care gradually to wean ufhould 
from thoſe Raptures of Joy, which the welcomq And 
appearance of a Saviour muſt needs have created iind all 

. a ſinking helpleſs People, to the intent that with-porth 

out ſurprize we may be brought calmly and delibe nat x 

rately, to conſider upon thoſe inexpreſſible Agonie$jrtue 

our Bleſſed Redeemer ſubmitted himſelf to undergo ffylly re 
that at length being made perfect thro Sufferings, ab | 

he might entirely complete our Title to Eternal . 

Happineſs. h 11 F 

We ale here (as it were) call'd from Pethlehem to = Fai 

AMount-Calvary, not to behold the Holy Child Jefu d 

(whom nothing but infinite Love and Compailiun 

to a periſhing People, drew from Heaven) wrapt 1 

up in Swathling Cloaths, and lying in a Manger; 

bur the King of the Jews, the Captain of our Sal- 
vation, dragged and nailed to a Croſs, and that too, 

even by thoſe int. nous ungraterul Wrerche; whom H 

he came purely to reſcue from Eternal Miſery : 10 

Aud 


„ 


And inſtead of good Tidings of great Joy, our Ears 
Andre now to be entertain'd with the loud and bitter 
ries of an expiring Saviour, a Voize fo loud, and 
ff ſuch Force, that it rent the very Rocks; and 
ure the Commemoration thereof ſhould have this 
Ils ugffect upon our Hearts, that being brought to a due 
glveſenſe of our Sins, by confidering their dire effects, 
niofwhich made tlie Son of God, the Joy of all Nati- 
Onſepns, cry out and dye) we may repent and be conver- 
(Or © ed, that our Iniquities may be blotted out, when 
7, Dehe time of refreſhing ſhall come from tlie Preſence 
y beßf the Lord. | 

1 And to encourage us with the leſs uneaſineſs to 
refonpart with theſe Sins, in the Epiſtle for Septrageſima 
 thaFhe Apoſtle enjoyns the Duties of Abſtinence, Tem- 
Tit erance and Repentance ; and gives us his own Ex- 

the mple how to keep our Bodies in ſubject ion by the- 
 thaFenten Exerciſes of Faſting and Mortificat ion. 

nd Asalſo in the Epilile for Sexageſima, we have a 
F Ou arge account of the A poitles Suftering for the Faith, 
it. ſet down as a Pattern for us to follow, if ever we 
an UJhould be Perfecuted for our Religion, 

comq And becauſe our Prayers, Faltings, Sufferings, 
ed inhnd all our doings without Charity are nothing 
vith rorth, we have (in the Epiſtle for Quinguageſima) 
libe hat excellent Gift, the Bond of Peace, and of all 
One Yirtue (as that Day's Called terms it) moſt powers 
ergo, lly recommended by the ſame Apollle, which is 
12Snculcated by the Church at this time, as being 2 
ternaputy more particularly incumbent upon us, during 
he Holy approaching Seaſon ſet apart by the Church 
or Faiting and Humiliation, and by us call'd, 
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hom HIS Annual, and now Forty Days Faſt, 
ery 2 {ſeems to be in a manner as ancient as the Feſti- 
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ſerv'd the ſame preciſe number of Days: In imita 
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val of the Reſurrection ; for in the early Ages Fenance 
the Church, when the Diſpute was hot about table, 
time of the Obſervation of Eafer ; both the coſßlood o 
tending Parties agreed it to be at the end of tipway th 
Faſt, which they then calVd the Ante-palchal Fal 
by us call'd Lenz, the old Saxon Word for Spring. 
This particular number of Forty Days, we tu 
frequently uſed for extraordinary Humiliations, al 
deprecating God's Judgments, Moſes and El. 
failed Forty Days; the Ninevites had the very lan 
{pace of time allow'd for their Repentance ; ol 
Bleſſed Saviour, when he was pleas'd for our lak 
and example, to afflict himſelf with Faſting, o 
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que 
tion whereof, and in conformity to primitiſtion, P 
Practice, the Church ſtill retains and enjoyns a Pqo cloat 
nitential ſeaſon before Eaſter, conſiſting of the laflumilir 
number of Days; that ſo far as we are able, un mind 
may ſuffer with our Bleſſed Saviour here, in ordgliey we 
to reign with him hereafter, And as his ineffabp dye a 
Sufferings ended in a glorious and joytul Refund Aſh 
rection, ſo the Church concludes our Lenten Afpon th 
flictions at Eaſter, a time of Exultation and Joy. his Day 
The Spring is a proper ſeaſon of the Year to rhe thre, 
ſtrain and ſubdue our Aﬀetctions, our Blood bein to ma 
then in its higheſt Ferment, 'tis the fitte!t time ir taki 
prepare our Souls by this Courſe of Spiritual Phys bei. 
fick, i. e. Faſting and Prayer, for that Heaven thirt 
Banquet provided for our Eaſter EntertainmentÞake u, 
the Church (by her Rubrick) enjoy ning all Chriſti Upon 
ans on that Day to participate of the ſpiritual Feapen Pez 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, has therefore aptuts py 
pointed this time of Faſting and Prayer, for theſtieſt of 
Preparation, that judging themfelves, they mand cloa 
not be judged of the Lord. DOWN V 

As God cominanded the Iſraelites to afflict themutwarc 
ſelves, and eat Bitter Herbs before the Paſch$ Den 
Lamb; ſo the Church obliges us too, during thſind: 
holy time of Lent, to employ our ſelves in worksofoltrate 
Piety, Charity, Faſting, Prayer, eee anchloluti 
e Snallce 
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es Penance, before we preſume to come to that Holy 
t table, to Eat and Drink the Myitical Body and 
coÞlood of that true Paſchal Lamb of God, that takes 
f thþway the Sins of the World, 

Fal 
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5, 4 ASUWEDNESDAY: 


* Ihe Firſt Day of LENT. 


g, off HIS being the firſt Day of Lent, and conſe- 
imit4* quently a Day of more rhan ordivary Humili- 
mitiſtion, Pious Chrittians in former tines were wont 
à Pqocloath themſelves in Sackcloth, to expreſs their 
he [aflumility and Unworthineſs ; and to put themſelves 
le, wp mind of their Mortality, and how little worthy 
ordqhey were to live, or rather how much they deſerv'd 
zeffabÞ dye and be reduc'd to their firit Principles of Duſt 
Reſuqnd Aſhes ; they were allo wont to ſprinkle Aſhes 
en Alpon their Heads; from which antient Cuſtom, 
Joy. his Day has the Name of 4/wedneſday. This, and 
to iche three following Days in this Week, are taken 
d beinÞ to make up the number of Forty Days of Lent x 
time tþr taking out the tix Sundays in Leut, (ail Sun- 
al Phypys being Feſtivals) in ſix Weeks there remain on- 
eaven thirty fix Days, and theſe Four being added, 
nmentÞake up the number of Forty. 
Zhrifth Upon this Day notorious Sinners were put to 
al Feapen Penance in a moſt Solemu manner; the Peni- 
fore appits preſenting themſelves to the Biſhop or Chief 
or thelieſt of the place, at the Church-doors, barecooted 
ey mand cloath'd in Sackcloath; their Heads hanging 
dWn with Tears in their Eyes, and ail other 
t themutward Expreliions of a guilty Conſcience, as well 
Paſch$ Demonſtrations of a ſorrowful and deje-ted 
ring thlind: Then being brought into the Courch, they 
vorksofoſtrated themfelves upon the Ground, bega: | 
tion andſolution with Tears, and after Singing n | 
Penance! SY 
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tial Pſalms, the Biſhop or Chief of the Clergy Lent) 1 
laid hands upon them (not toabſolve, but) to racontr! 
tify their Penance, which was then enjoyn'd pre and Fe 
portionable to their Crimes: Thoſe who were guilti 
of Sins of a deeper Dye, had the Sentence of Ex 
communication paſſed upon them, and were nd 
admitted to Reconciliation, till after a tedioij 
courſe of Penance. This was the practice in th. 
Primitive times, when the Church thus took car, H 
of her Children to punith them in this World, tha 2 We 
their Souls night be ſaved in the Day of the Lord ; 
Inſtead of which Godly Diſcipline (which ou 
Church, in the beginning of this Day's Office wifhe 
may be reſtor*d) the general Sentences of God's Cur 
ling againſt impenitent Sinners are order'd to be read 
and the People, by their Amen, to affirm their be 
lief and aſſent that the Curſe of God is due to ſuq tax jon 
Sinners without Repentance. This Office is call! Conor 
5 p | Z QL 

Commination, upon the account of the Curſes thi god 
Day denounced againſt impenitent Sinners, Tha and pr 
the Church proceeds with an excellent and patheti Welk 
cal Diſcourſe of the nature and neceſſity off Repen|. 
tance: And after a penitent:al Pſalm, the Lord 
Prayer, and ſome ſuitable Suffrages, the Office con 
chudes with three devout Prayers, the laſt emphati 
cally expreſſing the hearty Sorrow of an humbj 
and Sincere Penitent. | 

In the Epiſtle, which is taken out of the Prophe 
Joel, we have firſt an Exhortation to Repentanct 
then a Solemn Faſt proclaim'd, with a Litany t 
be us'd upon it, Spare thy People, O Lord, &c. The 
the place order*d for the Litany Desk, or where th 
Prieſts or Miniſters of the Lord ſhould read the Li 
tany, viz. in the Body of the Church, between tl} the 
Porch and the Altar. no W: 

The Holy Goſpel is a diſſuaſive againſt Hypocriſſ yg 
and Covetouſneſs, moſt proper for a Seaſon wholly Thus 
appropriated to Works of Piety and Charity. apart 

The Collect (which is appointed to be uſed al Wort 
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ent) is an humble acknowledgement of our hearty 


Contrition and ſorrow for our Sins, begging Mercy 
and Forgiveneſs for the ſame. 
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78 Epiſtle for the firſt Sunday direqts us how 
to arm our ſelves againſt Afflictions. 
The Gofpel gives us the Hiſtory of our Saviour's 


| Temptations, with an account of his Victory over 


them ; firſt to ſhew us that the Devil is never more 

buſy, than when we are employ 'd in holy Exerciſes ; 

Chrift Himſelf was no ſooner out of the Laver of 
Baptiſm; but he finds himſelf in the Fire of Temp- 

tat ions: Secondly to preſerve us from deſpair ot 
Conqueſt; if we manfully reſiſt him in the Faith, 

God will fend his holy Angels to miniſter to us, 
and protect us from all his Aſſaults: And this ſecond 

Week in Lent is one of thoſe call d, 
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X/ HEREOF there are four appointed to be 
obſerv'd in the Year, This the firſt; the 2d, 
Whitſunweek ; the zd after the 14th day of September, 
and the 4th after the 13th day of December. They 
are call'd in Latin, Fejuma quatuor Temporum, the 


ſtated Faſts of the four Seaſons of the Year, Hereby 


the Church lets us underſtand, that Chriſtians are 


no ways inferiour in their Devotions to the Jews, 


who obſerved four ſolemn Faſts, Zechar. 8. 19. 
Thus dedicating to God our firſt Fruits, by ſetting 
apart the beginning of the ſeveral Seaſons to the 
Worſhip of God, and imploring his Bleſſing by 

„„ Failing 


=T RNS a HIER N 
Bs, — 2 


* 


— 0 - PRE 

' | wy 

| 4 : LE Ad ng AT = a) < St 
= 3 12 - - = - 


1 
Faſting and Prayer upon the Ordinations appointfnce of 
on the Sundays following theſe Ember Days; th@9! Peo 
being the only times (except upon extraordinary qt to be 
caſions) that by the 31ſt Canon the Biſhops are On che 
ordain Prieſts and Deacons to ſerve in the ſaerſe begin 
Miniilry of the Church. And this ſolemn prep 
ration to the Ordination of Miniſters (that t 
Biſhops may lay hands ſuddenly on no Man, as 
Pray in the Collect to be read on theſe days) is © 
erv'd in imitation of the Apoſtles, who faſted 
pPray'd before they ordain'd Perſons to: facred Offi 
by the impoſition of hands. 1 ri, Firs 
The Days for Faſting and Prayer on this occaſiof 
are the Wedneſdays, Frydays and Saturdays before“ 
the Ordination Sundays, and are call'd Ember-dayaviour 
either becauſe ſuch times of Humiliation were and was 
company'd with ſprinkling Aſhes or Embers updide. | 
their Heads, or becauſe it was cuſtomary on tho 7 
days to eat no Bread but Cakes baked under Embeit rely' 
to put them in mind of their Mortality, as Jun 
knowing how Toon they might be reduc'd to A ſhque lou 
Or rather it ſeems to be à name given them from fig heſt, 
Saxon word betokening their annual courſe ; 
which moſt exatly agrees with their forement ioncfactor 
Latin name of Fejunia quatuor Temporu m. mucifie 
The ſecond Sunday in Lent recommends Tempe. The 
rance and Abſtinence. . kriſti. 
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e 
bointfnce of place will permit; as alſo, Strangers and 
- thor People, who at ſuch times eſpecially ought 
ary Ig tO be forgotten. k 
are On the 5th Sunday (which is call'd Paſion-Sunday) 
ſacrſe begin to prepare for our Lord's Funeral, which 
prepſ® Epiſtle treats of, aud the Goſpel (as a prelimi- 
lat thry to his Sufferings) gives an account of there 
as woachtul Slanders the Jews threw upon him; a 
is of ieked cuſtom (ſtill too much practis'd) to blaſt 
ed aſhe Reputation of a Man, to make way for farther 
Offichdignities upon his Perſon. OR 
The 6th Sunday is call'd Palm-Sunday, from the 
caſigſtoples cutting down Branches of Palin-Trees, ang 
befof!twing their Garments in the way as bur Bleſted 
r=dayſÞViour rode in Triumph from Bethany to Jeruſalem, 
re aſd was welcom'd by the Hoſannabs of the Multi- 
upqide. But fee the unſteady temper of the common 
thgſcople, and how little popular Breath is to be valu'd 
mbeit rely'd upon; for the fame Perſon whom they this 
as hay unanimouſly acknowledge as their King with 
Aſhqhe loudeſt exprefſions of Joy and Hoſannahs in the | 
Tom fight, in a very few days after they as loudly beg 
; ano have him put to Death as one of the vileſt of Ma- 
tionflators, with an away with him, away with Him; | 
J neu | N 
empe The Hiſtory of this doleful Tragedy being our 
hriſtian Fntertainment for the enſuing Week (ha- 
njoyiing Offices for every Day) it has acquir'd the na 
lan Wt the Great Week, the Holy Week, Paſſion Week, o 
Phe Veek of Faſts; theſe Ex Days being always ſo- 
„ Wademniz'd by pious Chriſtians with greater ſtrickneſs 
df Rn their Devotions, and more ſevere Works of Re- 
vy tpentance than the preceding ordinary time of Lent. 
Thü The Thurſday in this Week is called Maunday- 
S] ν, in Latin Dies Mandati, from the Com- 
 withand our Bleſſed Saviour on this day left his Diſęi- 
manples T0 waſh one anothers Feet as he had done theilt. 
atighnd upon this day ſuch Penitents as had upon 
1 1{ilfſbwedneſday been excluded from the Church, were, | 
as djupon their full and ſincere Confeſſion and Repentance, 
ſtand C4 receiv'd 
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receiv'd again into the Church, and admitted to theries of 
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, hries an- 
Commemoration of its Inſtitution the Tame nigltable tc 
that he was betray'd, as the Epiſtle for the dhis not 
mentions. The next day is call'd, e was b 
| ſerted 
y falſe. 
eſpight 
orn ain 
his 1 
CO : | Jeath w 
A Good and Happy Day to us, infomuch as bfung by 
A the expiatory Sacrifice of the moſt precioqut 2 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, the Sins of the wholÞgring 
World were this day atton'd for, our eternal RePrious . 
£emption purchas'd, God ſatisfy*d, and we thereb y) Ol 
Celiver'd from the Wrath to come; and conſequent here, 
37 it is the ground of all our Joy. e Gho 
But if we properly look upon our Beſſed Saviour}, And : 
Paſſion with reſpect to the cauſe of it, then ſurely®, the 
the proſpect of this woful Tragedy cannot but deepl ble; 
engrave thoſe Characters of Blood upon our Hearts ſloody 


G OO DF RID A. 


ſince we are not call'd upon as unconcern'd Specta- Jas exc 


tors to gaze upon a crucify'd Saviour, but as Acqut up 
ceſfaries to look upon him whom we have pierced; foſehemet 
*twas our Sins that occafion'd theſe Wounds to büro, 
inflicted on the Meſſias. | Juiſh of 
Jo heighten our devout Sorrow then to a pitclſpon tt 
(as far as we are able) ſuitable to the occaſion, leſſact tho; 
us conſider the Perſon that fuffer'd for us, and the Now 
nature of his Sufferings. | the ] 

The Perſon that ſuffer'd for us was Jeſus Chriſtß Caul 
the only begotten Son of God, the eternal Son offown' 
the Father, begotten before all Worlds, very Goqdnd his 
of very God, the Prince of Glory, the promis'dPear 3 
Meſſiah ; who for us Men and for our Salvation tookſiegre: 
our Nature upon him; and in that Nature, beingpon fo 


ſtill the Perſon he was before, purchas'd his Churchſo leſs 


with the price of his own Blood. And whilſt hahe gre 
appear'd upon Earth, his whole Life was a ns nk id Hi 
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to tlſeries of Sufferings, Afflictions, Perſecutions, In- 
iſt, ries and Aﬀronts, from his deſpicable Birth, in a 
nigſtable to his ſhameful Death upon the Croſs ; and 
je dahis not only from his Enemies, but his Friends; 
e was betray'd by one Diſciple, deny'd by another, 
eſerted for ſome time by them all: He was accuſed 
y falſe Witneſfes, bound, ſcourg'd, buffeted and 
ſpightfully ufed by the rude Soldiers, made the 
orn and ridicule of the High Prieſt and the reſt 
f his unjuſt inſulting Judges ; at laſt rabbled to 
heath with the Clamours of the People, whom no- 


as biking but his Blood would ſatisfie; and no Death 


ecioujut a Crucifixion, the moſt ignominious painful 
wholingring Death they could inflict upon the moſt no- 
] Reprious Malefactors; and accordingly (as upon this 


zerebjay) our Bleſſed Saviour was nail'd to a Croſs, 
quent here, after he had hung ſeveral hours, he gave up 


e Ghoſt. | 
jour} And as the Sufferings of his Body were inexpreſſi- 
ſurely, the Sufferings of his Mind were as unconcei- 
leeplyable 3 which cauſed him in his bitter Agony and 
earts loody Sweat in the Garden, when his precious Soul 
Yecta-has exceeding ſorrowful even unto Death, thrice to 
s Acſut up his Petition to the Father with the utmoſt 
7 : foſehemence, that If it were poſible that bitter Cup night 
to bleſs from him. As alſo at laſt through exceſſive an- 
Juiſh of Spirit he moſt paſſionately expreſſed himſelf 
 pitchpon the Croſs, crying out, My God, my God, why 
n, leſſa thou forſaken me ! 
ad thi Now, when we have thus conſider'd the Quality 

the Perſon that ſuffer'd, and the Nature as well 
*hriſtÞ Cauſe of his Sufferings ; that it was we that 
on offown'd him with Thorns, we that nail'd his Hands 
y Goqnd his Feet, and we that pierc'd his fide with a 
,mis'dpear ; as this confideration ought to create in us 
1 tookſte greateſt Sorrow, as well as Horror and Deteſta- 
beingfion for ous Sins that occafion'd it; fo we can do 
hurchlo leſs, in this reſpect, than obſerve this day with 
1ſt hahe greateſt ſtrictneſs, as a ſolemn day of Faſting, 


tinu'qnd Humiliation, and Sorrow; and in commemo- | 
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the Fridays in the Year are Faſts, as the Sunda 
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ration of our Savionr's Paſſion upon this day, al. 


are Feaſts, in memory of his Reſurrection. | 

And as upon this day our Bleſſed Saviour dy! 
praying for his Enemies, ſo the Churchupon this da 
expreſſes her Charity in praying forthe Corverſio 
of all Jews, Turks, ee and all ot hee 
Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt. The next day is 


hearful 
daſhful 
Nas con 
wept at 
gin nov 
Death 1 
he new 
Faſt fi ni. 
fo the 
| makes t 
COLES TOTAL bg do Sr +.;. Fad 
RIS being the Vigil of the great Feaſt of oubnly tu 
Saviour's Reſurrection, the Church has alwayþy bec 
obſerv'd it with ſevere Faſting (even in thoſe dayyhe De- 
when Saturdays were kept as Feſtivals) as a day hus } 
mourning for the loſs of her Saviour, who this dahad no 
lay in the Grave, and deſcended into the State ain ha 
the Dead. | 1 85 „ : os EN or OUT 
The Goſpel treats of his Body's lying in thf Ast 
Grave : The Epiſtle of his deſcent into Hell. eligiot 
The Collect prepares us for a holy and happpor thi 
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Death, by mortify ing our corrupt Affections, ast rellous 


neceſſary means to obtain a joy ful Reſurrection. hrerlaf 
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The FAST of the RESURRECTION of CHRIST. Pave a 

| | | e 

S we read upon Good - Friday chow Natu polery' 

ſeem'd frightned into an Extaſy at the Paſſiof® wr 

of our Lord, the Sun masking himſelf under a vei 10% tl 

of thick Clouds, the day as aſhamed of the Fa lea Int 
f vin 
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ing the World in Darkneſs, the veil of the Temple 
Aanbnt, and the hard Rocks ſplit in ſunder ; ſo upon 
after day we find aſtoniſh'd Nature return to her 
ay the Sun throws off his dark Mantle, and 
53 hearfully riſes with the Sun of Righteouſneſs ; the 
rlich* ſhful Day returns with Joy,becauſe a better Light 
oth3S come into the World; the holy Apoſtles who 
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heath is this day turned into Joy and Gladneſs upon 
he news of his glorious Reſurrection, whereby the 
hiſt finiſhing ſtroke was given by an Almighty Hand 
do the great Work of our Redemption, which 
makes this day the higheſt (as it is the ancienteſt) of 
l Feaſts, Upon this day our Rleſſed Saviour not 


F oubnly triumphed over Death and the Grave, but 


Iway y becoming the fr Fruits of them that roſe from 
daſſbe Dead, open'd to us the Gate of eternal Life; 
day Thus his Reſurrection was our Life, for if Chriſt 
is dafhad not riſen, we had ſtill lain in our Sins; and in 
ate Fain had he dy'd for us, if he had not riſen again 
or our Juſtification. 


© 


n tif As this days Solemnity has always been hitherto 


happfor this Feſtival, has made proviſion that this mar- 
as Ulellous Work of our Redemption may be had in 
N. fverlaſting remembrance. 

Inſtead of the morning invi atory Plalm, O Come 
—— ſet us fig unto the Lord, &c. the Church has ap- 


winted three ſpecia! Hymns to be read or fung, re- 


erring to the Reſurrection. 

_ Firſt, As we have an Altar (whereof they have 

no right to partake who ſerve the Tabernacle, and) 

6 which we. muſt bring all our Sacrifices, ſo we 
IST. have a Paſſover too; for, Chriſt our Paſſover is. ſacri- 
iced for us; and the Church not only enjoyns us to 


* 


Faturpbſerve the Feaſt, but directs us how to keep it, 


paſſiopor with the leaven of Malice and Wickedneſs, but 
a veiſith the unleavened Bread of Sincerit) and Truth. 
1 lea} In the 2d and zd Hymns (which the Church bor- 
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wept and lamented for the loſs of their Maſter, be- 
zin Now to rejoyce; their Grief and Sorrow for his 


eligiouſly obſerved, ſo the Chureh by her Othaes 
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634 
rows alſo from the ſame Apoſtle St. Paul) we nqe Ob 


only call to mind the Hiſtory of our Saviour's RWord, 
ſurre&ion, but alſo celebrate the myſtery of ol, the C 


own: And the Apoſtles reaſoning is no leſs prevq The 


lent than comfortable; our Head is riſen, thereto frye 
the Members ſhall not be left behind; our Captaſor Gra 
hath conquer'd, therefore his Soldiers ſhall not thhe Epi 
made Captives ; thefirſt Fruits are gather'd, thembove, 

fore the Harveſt ſhall not be neglected ; our Natup;# fh. 
hath put on Immortality in him that took it upa/gyy, 

him, therefore none that partake of this Natuf As a 


ſhall be loſt in Death; but as Chriſt this day raishenq th 


himſelf from Death to Life, ſo by Chriſt and tlaye t! 
Virtue of his Reſurrect ion ſnall we be made al1V@ppoin 
and riſe again from Death to Life Eternal Chriſthe Oc 
ſubmitted to Man's Puniſhment, that he might dq comm 
liver Man from it; he could reap no advantage t} The 
himſelf by riſing again, Who en oyed rhe perfect io us fart 
of Bliſs before; neither had he ſuſtained any lols the me 


ſuffering that Body to moulder in the Grave, Whic diffide 
rather eclips'd than added to his Glory. 


- -" ook oo STEINAr) 
The proper Pſalms both for Morning and Exqhis A 


ning, are a continued Triumphant Song of Thankyparth 


giving for Victory and Deliverance, particularly On 
ſuited to the miraculous Work of the Reſurrectio Erfter 
The firſt Leſſons for Morning and Evening, enteſſFeaſt 
tain us with the Types of this day; in that foſ,;h 
the Morning, we have the Inſtitution of the Paſſ his A 
ſover; in that for the Evening, we have th fors f 
Iſraelites deliverance out of Egypt. | 85 with 
The 2d Leſſon for the Morning teaches us what miſſic 
uſe we are to make of the Mercies of this day, that 4, 2 
like as Chriſt was this day raiſed from the Dead by he x; 
the Glory of the Father, fo we alſo ſhould make iti Age 
Reſurrection to Newnelſs of Lite, that Sin ma) are 1 
have no more Dominion over us. 3 
The 2d Leſſon for the Evening gives us a relatio! 
of St. Peter's bold defence of this great Article of q;... 
our Faith, with the convincing Arguments he mad: 


exc 
uſe of to prove it, and the good effect it had upd 80 
; T . 
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e Obſtinate Jews : for they gladly receiving his 
5 Rg ord, were Baptiz'd, and the ſame day were added 
of oſo the Church three thouſand Souls. 
prev The Holy Goſpel gives us a full Hiſtory of the 
eretogeſurrection: The Collect teaches us how to pray 
aptaſoy Grace (that we may make that uſe of it which 
not the Epiſtle directs) ſo to ſet our Aﬀections on things 
themzbove, and not on the Earth, that when Chriſt oer 
atu.ife ſhall appear, we may alſo appear with bim in 
up. 
Jatuf As all high Feſtivals have ſome other days to at- 
' TaIShend them, ſo the Church ſhews her Intention to 
na tihave this whole enſuing Week to be kept Holy, by 


: 41\Gypointing not only the ſame Collect to be uſed till 


hriſhe Octave or eighth day, but the Preface in the 
ht d Communion-Service on that day too. i 
age if The Goſpels for Eaſter Monday and Tueſday, give 
ect icqus farther Proofs of our Saviour's Reſurre&ion,from 
lols the method he took to ſolve the doubts of his 


Which diffdent Apoſtle St. Thomas, with fome of the moſt 


- _- {remarkable Paſſages that occur'd betwixt him and 
d Evdhis Apoſtles, wiulſt he convers'd with them upon 
hanke Earth after his Reſurrection. 
ularlj On the Octave or eighth day (the Sunday after 
ectio Erfter, call'd alſo;Low-Sunday in reſpect of the high 
enteſ Feaſt that went before it) the holy Goſpel concludes 
ut faq with that bleſſed Valediction our Saviour gave to 
e Paſſ his Apoſtles, by entruſting them and their Succeſ- 
de th ſors for ever (che Biſhops and Paſtors of his Church) 
Iuwith the power of the Keys, in that ample Com- 
what miſſion he then beſtow'd upon them in theſe words, 
„ that 4. my Father ſent me, even fo ſend T you ;, and when 
ead bf he had ſaid this, he breathed on them, and ſaid, 
Receive the Holy Ghoſt. Whoſeſozver Sms ye rennt, they 
mal 1-6 remitted, and whoſeſoever Sins ye retai, they are 
\ . | retained, 3 
latiag Farther we may obſerve, that as other great Fe- 
cle dj givals are only continu'd till the Octave or 8th day 
> Mack (except Chriſtmas till the 12th) yet this great Day 
uh was lo highly elteem d of old, that it was in a * 
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ner Solemniz'd as a continu'd Feaſt for 50 dahin 


Ci. e.) from Eaſter to eben till towards t 
middle of the 5th Century, an Tralian Biſhop (upd 
the proſpect of ſome Calamity that threaten'd h 
Dioceſs) order'd three days of Faſting and Humili 
tion before the day of our Lord's Aſcenſion; whic 
three days were afterwards approv'd by a Generz: 
Counci!, and then appointed to be yearly obſery* 
by the Church, from - whence that Week {till re- 
tains the name of | 


HI 
our 
en up 1 
ing at 
rch-A 
e perfe 
| | ity ca 
ND it is ſo call'd from the Rogations or Lita-t all B 

a nies and extraordinary Supplications, whichFhrone 
(with Faſting) were at this time offer'd up to GocRepent: 
by devout Chriftians ; not only to prepare us forNeed, 
the due Celebration of the approaching Feaſt of ourbrevale 
Lord's Aſcenſion, but alſo to implore God's Bleſ-j High 
ſing upon the Fruits of the Earth (which at this timehaities, 
of the Year being tender are eaſily hurt) and by fer-S$acrit: 
vent Prayers to appeaſe God's Wrath, and depre-hher w 
cate his Diſpleaſure. 

The uſual Proceſſions on theſe Days having been 
much abuſed, our Church has reduced them to this 
method : The Miniſter or Curate of every Pariſh, 
with ſome Subſtantial Pariſhioners,are to walk about 
the Pariſhes on theſe days, carefully to obſerve the 
Diſtrict or Precincts thereof, thereby to prevent 
Law-Suits, and the interfering with, or tranſlating 
their Neigfbours Bounds. And in theſe perambu- 
lations the Curate is obliged to give God thanks 
for the Increaſe and Abundance of the Fruits upon 
the Face of the Earth, Singing or Reading the 103d 


ROGATION-WEEK. 


Plalm, and at the ſame time to put them in mind of 
the great Sin of invading their Neighbour's og 
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ſed 


ty, by inculcating theſe or the like Sentences, 
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OY id be he that tranſlates the Bounds and Doles of his 
0 Veighbour, Curſed be be that removes his Neighbours 
0 5 and- Mark, &c. | 

dh 
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T HIS day is celebrated in Commemoration of 
L our Bleſſed Saviour's aſcending, or being ta- 
—— Jenup into Heaven in his humane Nature, aud ſit- 
ing at the right hand oi God, above ail Angels, 
\rch-Augels, Principalities and Powers. This day 
e perfected his Triumph over the Devil, led Capti- 
fity captive, and opened the Kingdom of Heaven 
Lita-o all Believers, that they might come doldly to the 
vhichfhrone of Grace, not doubting (upon their ſincere 
| GoRkepentance) to obtain Mercy and Help in time of 
1s forNeed, having the perpetual Interceſſions of ſuch a 
f ourhrevalent Advocate at the right hand of God ; ſuch 
High Prieit as is touch'd with a ſenſe of our Infir- 
ities, continually offering up tor us our Chriſtian 
acrif ces of Prayer and Thankſgiving, to our Fa- 
her who is in Heaven. 

The proper Pſalms for this day, are generally 
ongs of Thankſgiving and Deliverance, peculiarly 
lluding to the occaſion of the Feſtival. 

The firſt Leſſon for the Morning relates to us, 
oſes's going up into the Mouar to receive the Law 
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ype of Chriſt's Aſcenſion into Heaven, to fend 
own the new Law, the Law of Faith; for, faith 
he Apoſtle, when he aſcended up into Heaven, hegave 
ifts to Men, Apoſtles, Paftors and Teachers, to pub- 
iſh his new Law to the World. | 

In the firſt Leſſon for the Evening, we read of 
lias's aſcending into Heaven, as an other Type of 
hriſt's Aſcenſion, tho' this far exceeded its Type; 


or Elias aſcended only with a fingle Chariot, 8 
5 4 


ſed 
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rom God, that he might deliver it to the Jews, a 
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the Chariots of God are Twenty Thouſands, even TBolhape off 
ſands of Angels, and our Lord aſcends among the! tſunds 
Elias at his Aſcenſion beſtows a double portion that g 
his Spirit upon Eliſha, but our Bleſſed Savioqn upon 
breaths forth his Spirit ſo abundantly upon his Ape ptized 
ſtles at his Aſcenſion , that they were not on|Þ/encd, 
plentifully fill'd with it themſelves, but gave theſptiſm) 
power alſo to impart it to others by the impoſiticnts, 4 
of their hands. egencr? 
And as in theſe Leſſons we have the Type of thing by 
Aſcenſion, ſo in the Epiſtle and Goſpel we have od, and 
full account how this Aſcenſion was performed theſe 
Whilſt he was diſcourfing with his Diſciples ans 9! 
bleſſing them, he was taken up in a bright Clou{f! fro 
into Heaven; and whilſt they ſtood fledfaſtly look aptiz.ec 
ing after him, till he was out of their ſight, wem th 
Angels appeared to them, aſſuring them that tha day 
Lame Feſus whom tbey ſaw thus taken up mto Heaven Pente 
hould in like manner return with Glory to judge ti eaſt dl 
World, | er, In. 
And in the Collect we are taught (not to ſtandlount 
gazing up into Heaven and wonder at the ſight rift 
but) fe to conform our ſelves to our Lord in higcended 
Aſcenſion, that as we believe him to have aſcended pf Cha 
into Heaven to prepare a place for us, we may alſcfeſtam 
in our Hearts and Minds ſo aſcend thither, that wel, The 
may dwell with him continually, and reign withfhank 
him in Glory. | Noft 
This is another of the high Feaſts which has itsful Cc 
Octave or eighth day to attend it, as appears byfmisht 
the Preface or Hymn in the Communion Service, In 
appointed to beuſed that day and ſeven days after. E ha 
| | l 
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WHITSUNDAY:_ w_—_ 
Or, the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoit, T1: 


T day the Church celebrates upon the account ſtanc 
of the miraculous deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt} Unc 
upon the Apoſtles (as upon this day) in the rigs Holy 

Shape 
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2 Thojape of fiery cloven Tongues. With us it is call'd 
thembitſunday or Mhiteſunday, either upon the account 
rtion (that glorious Light this day ſent down from Hea- 
Saviogn upon Earth, or becauſe on this day the new 
is Ape ptized Chriſtians (of old called Illuminati or En 
ot onlbrened, from that ſpiritual Light they received in 
e thegptiſm) were went to be cloathed in white Gar- 
ofitiofnts, as an Emblem of their Innocency, upon their 
egenerat ion; and in token of their Joy upon their 
of thing by Baptiſm made Members of Chriſt, Children of 
have $0d, and Inberitors of the Kingdom of Heaven. And 
ormedf theſe there were great numbers at this Feaſt, this 
es anfaing one of the ſtated times of publick Baptiſm, ei- 
Cloucher from the Apoſtles themſelves being this day 
 lJookEptized with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire, or 
two their baptizing and adding 20 the Church upon 
it theſis day 3000 Souls. This day {till retains the name 
aver Pentecodt in the Latin Church, the name of that 
re thy eaſt obſerved by the Jews 50 days after the Paſſo- 
er, in memory of the promulgation of the Law at 
ſtanchlount Sinai; thus 50 days after the trite Paſſover 
fight Thriſt was ſacrificed for us, the Holy Ghoſt de- 
u hjigcended upon the Church, to write the new Law 
2ndedÞf Charity in our Hearts. Thus the Old and New 
7 alſoÞeſtament agree to confirm the ſacred Truth of God. 
It wel The proper Pſalms for the Morning are Songs of 
with hankſgiving for the Calling in, and Coiwerß— 
by of the Gentiles. The Evening Pſalms are a thank- 
8 jtgful Commemoration and grateful Praiſes for the 
s byÞughty. Power and wonderful Providence of God. 
rice, In the firſt Leſſon we have an account of ti: 
er. Vewiſſ Pentecoſt, or Feaſt of Weeks, in Type of ours. 
In the 2d Leſſons we read how miraculouily the 
ift of the Holy Ghoſt was communicated by the | 
Diſcourſes of St. Peter, and tlie laying on tlie | 
Hands of St. Paul. | | 
The Collect teaches us to implore God's aſti- 
unt ſtance in all our undertakinge, that having our 
hoſt | Underſtandings illuminated by the Light of his | 
ible Holy Spirit, we may have a right Judgment in 
ape . 11 
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e | 
all things, and evermore rejoyce in his holy CdThe Cl 
fort, e. | | a cl 

According to the Promiſe mentioned in the G (eſp 
pel, of ſending the Comforter, the Epiſtle gives up mus At 
ample relation of the Circumſtances of the deſc Uar Fi 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; as ft, When it came, on ſt upon 
day of Pentecoff. 2dly, How it found them wheneir Ble 
came, all with one accord in one place, 3dly, Frqureh t 
whence it came, from Heaven, 4th, In, w] (tho 
manner it came, with a great ſound, as of a mige pran 


ruſhing Wind, which filPq the Houſe where they wis Wa: 
fitting. 5thly, In what ſhape it came, It ſate uf rg C 
leaſts I 


each of them in the appearance of Cloven Tongues 
as of Fire. And laſtly, the effect it had upon thellcent © 
They immediately began to ſpeak with other Tongues, e a C 
2e Spirit gave them utterance. Thus theſe illitei {ible 
Men who were born Jews (and at beſt under ſtoſe could 
only their Mother Tongue) were enabled in an ihmnitie 
ſtant to ſpeak in all Languages the Wonderful We rels Se 
of God, and to publiſh, preach and defend t In th 
Chriſtian Religion all the World over. Thus þpous I 
this miraculous deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt we weve © 
brought out of darkneſs and Error into the ti erſons 


Light and Knowledge of Chriſt, as the Church oh. In th 


ſerves in the Preface for the Communion ServiceÞty 16 


which, tho? it be continued till Trinity-Sunday, ana io 
thereby ſeems to deſign the whole Week a Feſtivaßphoſt 
yet the Feaſt concluded with the two followinfJa1mil 


days, the Wedneſday, Friday and Saturday followqelved 


ing being Ember Days for this Seaſon before Tini. The 
Sunday, which is one of the ſtated times for Ordi4% 


nation. | hel 
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WI this day celebrate the Myſtery of the hol The 
ever bleſſed and glorious Trinity, i. e. oneFrene 

God in three diſtinct Perſons, the Father, the Son, ng 
| And 3 


The 


aud the Holy Ghoſt, F 


3 (49 
bly CThe Church for ſome time ſatisfy'd her ſelf with 
ſlebrating the Praiſes of the glorious Trinity every 
the Gy (eſpecially on Sundays) in her Doxologies, 
ves uginns and Creeds, without ſetting apart any par- 
e deſckular Feaſt for ſolemnizing that bleſſed Myſtery ; 
2, on ft upon the Arians and ſuch like Hereticks venting 
wheneir Blaſphemies againſt the Holy Trinity, the 
„ Frqurch thought it proper that ſuch a divine Myſte. 
in, wh (tho? part of each days Meditation) ſhould be 
a mig principal ſubject of one particular day: And 
Hey vis was the day appointed, becauſe the Church 
1te Fung celebrated in admirable Order all the high 
ues Jeaſts relating to our Bleſſed Saviour, as allo the 
n theficent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the A poſtles (which 
7ues, Pve a clearer light to the notion of the incompre- 
litefaenſible Trinity than the World had before) thought 
ler ſtoſe could not more properly conclude theſe high So- 
an ijmuities, than by a Fellival with ſpecial and ex- 
Worpels Service relating to the glorious Trinity. 
nd In the firſt Leſſon we have a Type of the myſte- 
ws hpous Trinity in Unity, in the account we there 
e welave of the Lord's appearing to Abraham in three 


o 


e tnſtilons. N 
ch ol. In the 2d Leſſon we have the myſtery of the Tri- 
rviceſity repreſented to us in the Hiſtory of our Blefjed 
„„ anlaviour's Baptiſm, viz. The Son baptized, the Holy 
ſtivaÞþhoſt defeending upon him, aud the Father pro- 
2 winfalning him by a Voice from Heaven, 11s 1s my 
NowfFloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, 
init, The Epiſtle taken out of rhe Revelation of St. 
Ordi hn, gives a relation of that Vion wherein. ::* 
held the Throne of God and the holy Bug 
hrowing down their Crowns, and wWorſhippin i! 
ternal Trinity in that divine Hymn, 1, V, 
oly, Lord G Almighty, who was, and it, a 
i come, i | | 
holy, The holy Goſpel entertains us with the Con- 
Oneſerence our Lord had with Aicoderns concerp- 
Son, ing Baptiſm and the Gifts of the Holy Ganoit : 
ind as nothing brings to much light and cleajnels:+ 
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to the Doctrine of the holy Trinity, as a true a eſtas, A 


right apprehenſion of the Miſſion of the Hol This A 
Ghoſt, ſo no Meditation can be ſo proper for thf, the [: 
day, either as the day on which we celebrate t ved ant 
divine Myſtery of the holy Trinity, or as it is ay dinary 
pointed one of the four ſtated. ſolemn days of Ordifity 3 
nation or Conſecrating Perſons for ſpiritual Officegansfi gu 

Thus the Church having by a due Celebration 4 fee h 
theſe high Feſtivals confirmed the Articles of oy He wa 
Creed relating to the great Myſtery of our Redemp ade he 
tion by Chriſt on Earth, till he aſcended into Hea Ou B. 
ven, with the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, and conf Pe 2 
cluded theſe Solemnities with ſpecial regard to, an And! 
extraordinary adoration of the Bleſſed Trinity, hf St. J 


takes care (during the interval of theſe high Feaſt the 


from Trinity-Sumday to Advent) to entertain us witÞS 1 

tuch portions of Scripture in the Leſſons, Epiſtle roach 

and Goſpels, as may tend moſt to our Edificationſine Ca 
thereby conſtantly putting us in mind of our Chri After 
{tian Duties, that we may be Heavenly mindedflcent 
Juſt and Charitable, Meek and Merciful, Penitenp exe 
and Humble, Reſign'd, Religious and Thankfulfom tl 
ſtill putting our Truſt and Confidence in God's Mer-P*PS D 
cy, and abounding with ſuch Spiritual Qualificati-eir .. 
ons, that we may be ready and prepared (not onlyfhriſt 


| | rightly to ſolemnize the enſuing Feaſt of our Bleſſedf)». A 


Saviour's Advent or Coming in the Fleſh) but top olpe 


meet with Joy at his ſecond Coming to judge the In! 


orld. ount 
| nwes 


— 8 | . 
| | fing e 

St. ANDRE W's-Day. peat 

fet h 

. : ind F 
Tx is the frſt Saints day the Church celebrates, e 1 
which uſhers in the Advent of our Lord, heÞavii 
being the firſt Apoſtle that came to Chriſt, and ne. F 
went immediately to his Brother Simon Peter, to tell ome 
him the joyful News that he had found the ut 
Meſſias, 
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rue arſefiar, and brought him next Day to our Lord. 
> HolThis Apoſtle was born at Bethſaida a City in Gali. 
or the, the ſame Country where our Saviour was con- 
ate tlſived and brought up, the place afterwards of his 
is arjdinary reſidence, and the chief ſcene of his Mi- 
* Orgitry ; here he began his Miracles, here he was 
Mficegansfigur'd, and appointed his Diſciples to come 
tion dd ſee him after his Reſurrection. 
of ou) He was Son to Fohn or Fonas a Fiſherman, which 
:demyiade he followed with his Father, till ſuch time 
o Heab our Bleſſed Saviour called him from catching Fiſh 
d conb be a Fiſher of Men. h 
o, an And having been for ſome time before a Diſciple 
y, ſub St. John the Baptiſt, and by him trained up un- 
Feaſtęr the Diſcipline of Repentanee, and prepar'd by 
s witlis Diſcourſes concerning the Doctrine and Ap- 
piſtleroach of the Meſſias, he readily obey'd the di- 
at ionline Call, left all, and followed him. | 
Chril After our Bleſſed Saviour's Aſcenſion, and the 
indegFſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, the Apoſtles (in order 
niten@ execute the great Commiſſion they had receiv'd 
nkfullom their Maſter) agreed among themſelves (per- 
Mer-daps by the direction of the Holy Ghoſt) to take 
icatilheir ſeveral Diſtricts, the better to propagate the 
- on|ybþAriſtian Faith, root out Prophaneneſs and Idola- 
leſfedf» __ ſubdue the World to the Doctrine of the 
ut topolpel. _ 
e 4 In this Diviſion Scyzhia. and the Neighbouring 
| ountries fell to St. Andrew's Share, where by his 
nwearied Diligence and pious Example he planted 
—— je Goſpel in ſeveral places, converting and bapti- 
Ping great numbers; and tho? all along he met with 
reat Difficulties, Dangers and Diſcouragements, 
et he overcame them all with invincible Patience 
nd Reſolution : At laſt at Patre in Achaia he ſeal'd 
ates, he Truth of his Doctrine with his Blood, where 
he faving the ſucceſs (among many others) to convert 
and ne. Pro-Conſul's Brother, and Maximilla, whom 
2 tell ſome will have to have been the Pro-Conſul's Wife, 
zh fut who was eertainly a Lady of great Quality, 
has, | who 
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who took care afterwards to have his Marty r'd BH nd f 
dy embalm'd, and decently interr'd. This fo {$0 ſee 
enrag*d that bigotted cruel Idolater, that nothify to 
. Jeſs than the Blood of this holy Man could ſatisff riend 
his Malice; whom, after ſeven Lictors had (by hpmple, 
order) ſucceſſively whipp'd his naked Body, with And 
out making any ſhock upon his Patience and Comay's 8 
ſtancy, he commanded to be Crucify*d ; and thgore th 
nis Death might be the more lingering, he was faſſtis Cz 
ned with Cords inſtead of Nails, to two pieces 'qollect 
Timber croffing- each other in the form of the Leif may 
ter X, uſually known ſince by the Name of St. 4 fulfil 
drew's Croſs, He not only ſhew'd a chearful anfhis da 
compos'd Mind as they led him to Execution, bu 
when he came to the Croſs he expreſs'd as muc —— 
readineſs to follow his Maſter to Goleotha, as  _ 
did when he follow'd him into Galilee, and as greg 
Satisfaction and Joy in having the honour to If 


egnvey'd to his Lord upon che ſame Inſtrument 
| ich he had conſecrated by performing the greafJ*HE 

Work of our Redemption upon it. 3 m. 

The Epiſtle enjoyns the Confeſſion of the Chriſtift. Tho 
an Faith, and particularly the Belief of the Articlihe ſan 
of the Reſurrection, as the only neceſſary means oft the 
Salvation. And as the Apoſtle argues, the Impoſt bein 
bility of believing in him of whom we have nt heardfito Fc 
and of hearing without a Preacher: Qur Blefled SaName, 
viour, to remove any fuch Objections, gave Conf thei: 
miſſion to Twelve, (whom he Nam'd Apoſtles of This 
Meſſengers, for ſo the word ſignifies, who were aiſfb{cure 
Witneſſes of his Miracles and Refurre#1on) tqho' th 
Preach to the World the Glad Tidings of the Goſpel opirth c 
Trace; of which number was the holy Apoſt!fiſheri 
St. Andrew, who upon the laſt day of Novemver obPccupa 
tain'd the Crown of Martyrdom for his Fidelity anfeſurre 
Diligence, in executing his Maſter's Orders. Soon 
Prom the holy Goſpel, which gives an account ogpoſtle 
this day's Saint's readineſs to leave all and followilling 
Chrift, we are inſtructed to ſuffer no worldly Conſiight 
deration to come in competition with our Religion ęeclari: 
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d BM nd from this Apoſtle's readineſs to call his Brother 
ſo fÞ0 ſee the Meſſias, we learn how much it is our Du- 
othiiftY to do all the good Offices we can amongſt our 
ſatisffriends and Relations, both by Perſuaſion and Ex- 
(by hþmple, zo make them Followers of Jeſus Chridl, 
with And that we and all Chriſtians may imitate this 
| Corlay's Saint, in preferring Chriſt and his Religion be- 
d thore the things of this World, and readily obeying 
as faſſhis Call, the Church teaches us to pray (in the 
eces Collect) That being call'd by his holy Word, we 
e Leif may forthwith give up our ſelves obediently to 
St. i fulfil his holy Commandments. The Eve before 
al anthis day is a Faſt. 
n, by 
; much — 
28 3 


S res 4 4 It. THOMAS the Apoſtle. 


tO N 
men 8 „ | 
pref PHE Church celebrates this Feſtival, in Comme- 
1 moration of the Martyrdom of the Apoſtle 
hriſtidt: Thomas, who i call'd Didimu, a Name of 
\ rtichhe ſame impo; tolice an the Greek, as the other was 
ans oft the Jewiſt £.an»7age, both ſignifying a Twin, 
mpoſſt being cuſtom? ry with the Jews when they went 
heardpto Foreign Countries, to ailume a Greek or Latin 
ed SaName, of near affinity and fignification with that 
Comyf their own Country. | | 
tles of This Apoſtle is thought to be born of mean and 
re alſqbſcure Parents, and by all concluded to be a Jew, 
on) tqho' the Scripture makes no mention either of his 
»/pel opirth or Country: His Trade, we find that of a 
\ poſt!|fiſherman, by his accompanying St. Peter in that 
er obPccupation, who for ſome time after our Saviour's 
ty anfeſurretion, return'd to his former Trade. 
Soon after his being call'd with the reſt to the 
unt ofpoſtleſhip, he gave a ſignal Inſtance of his hearty 
follomillingneſs to adhere to our Saviour whatever Fate 
Conſiight attend him; for upon our Bleſſed Saviour's 
gion claring his reſolution to return to Juda, to os 
Fol | lis 
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his Friend Lazarus from the dead, when the reſt e 

| the Diſciples diſſuaded him from fo hazardous 

| Journey for fear of the Jews, who had a little befen 

attempted to ſtone him; this Apoſtle (with a Cour 

age truly becoming a Diſciple of the Croſs) not on ras; 

ly ſhews his own readineſs to accompany his Maſteſ*:*"! 

thro? the greateſt Dangers, but preſſes it upon th ef 

reſt as a Duty incumbent upon them to follow theif) 7 55 

| Lord, tho? at the ſame time inſtead of raiſing Lazl” 62s r 

v from the Dead, they ſhould with him be ſe A : 

| to their own Graves, ſaying, Let us alſo go that wh. E 

may dye with him. 5 1 

And tho? we find him neither quick in apprehend 1 Rise 

ing our Saviour's Diſcourſes, nor forward in beg I 1 

lieving more than he ſaw, yet he made up thoſe de- 

fects by his pious Affeqt ions. As to his ſlowneſs off, 

Apprehenſion, we find him mightily puzzled tc 

know what our Saviour meant, vhena little befor 

his Paſſion, diſcourſing of the Joys of Heaven, his 

told them he was going to prepare the way that the. 1 
might follow him, and that zhey knew both the plats 

and the way : Thomas ſaid unto him, Lord we knoy 

not whither thou goeſt, and how ſpould we know thi 

way? Our Saviour preſently clears his underſtand: 

ing, in a ſhort but ſatisfa&ory reply, Which he def, 

liver'd with a-mildneſs adapted to a well- dilpos 

Mind, telling him, himſelf was the true living wayf 

and that none could mifs of Heaven if they kept but top, Þ. t 

that way which he had preſcribed. 3 

As to his Diffidence, we have an eminent Inſtancy| SN s 

of it after our Saviour's Reſurrection ; for bezng 1 4 

abſent when Chriſt firſt manifeſted himſelf to his 9275 

Apoſtles, tho? at his return they gave him a relatiqu . 

on of the Circumſtances of his appearing to themg 7 

yet fo obſtinate was he, that nothing would ſatis ua 

tie him but the teſtimony of his Senſes; Except (faithf,.: 1 

he) I ſee in his Hands the Print of the Nails, ani 3 

thruſt my hand into his Side, I will not believe, Bu pt 

our Bleſſed Saviour, (who would not reject this 
choſen Veſſel) was ſo far from taking any advan: 
tage 
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we at his Infidelity, that in Compaſſion to his 
Weakneſs, as alſo to ſatisfie the Doubts and Scru- 
Could les of a ſincere (tho? ignorant) Man, he came again 

he firſt day of the following Week as they were 
olemnly met at their Devotions ; and St. Thomas 
being with them, he called him to ſatisfie his Faith, 
by a demonſtration of Senſe, Reach hither thy Finger 
nd behold my Hands, and reach Inther thy Hand and 
- fe ut it into my Side, and le not faithleſs but believing. 
5% „The good Man being quickly convinc'd of his Er- 
"2 or, burſt out into a Rapture, at once expreſling his 
orrow for his Unbelief, and his Joy for the cauſe: 
1 5 pf his Conviction; and Thomas anſwer'd and ſaid, 
le a fy Lord and ny God. The meek Jeſus gave him ns 
fo 0 arſher reply than this; he only told him, Thaz ir 
r 1 as well for him that he heliev'd his Senſes; but with 
beforÞ» that it was a more generous Act of Faith for 2. 
en. h Man to acquieſce in a rational Evidence of the truth. 
= pf the Goſpel, tho? he did not ſee the things there 
570 tlated with his Eyes. 
Jae The Province aſſign'd to this Apoſtle after our 


i * ord's Aſcenſion was Parthia; and after he had 


hend 


* 
7 


- , he Aſſiſtance of the Divine Preſence, and by mild 
erſuaſions, without running into any furious heats 
Painſt their Idolatry, calmly inſtructing them in the 
"Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, he prevail'd up- 
- thiÞÞ great numbers of that barbarous People to re- 
i ounce their Follies, and become his Converts, and 


among ſt the reſt, the Prince of the Country ; where- 
y | E uon 
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fore this day is a Faſt. 
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upon the Brachmans, who found this new Doct ringaf that 
would preſently ſpoil their Trade, and prevail aherfion 


gainſt the Religion of their Country, refolv*d tathe fait 
put a ſtop toits farther progreſs, by putting a ſpeeJhis Mu 
dy period to this holy Apoſtle's Life: And accord ed, t! 


ingly purſuing him to a place he frequented for hipbut thy 


Private Devotions, whilſt he was intent upon hiſarbaro 


Prayers, they attack'd him with a whole Volley oe was 


Darts and Stones ; at laſt one more mercifully cruthat he 


el than the reſt, put an end to his lingring Deathhim till 
by running him thro? with a Launce. His mangleꝶnd beg. 
Body was taken up and interr'd in a Church he ha ly afffi 
lately built in the chief City of that Country. | 


E.; in 


© This bleſſed Apoſtle had fo great ſucceſs in thip ent, 


_ Enflern India, that we are told when the Por?ugueſhable 4 


firſt arrived there, they found no leſs than fixteeÞy;} Ales 


or ſeventeen Thouſand Families, who ſtill went b ampel lin 
the name of St. Thomas's Chriſtians. Of they ting l 
Cuſtoms and Diſcipline, the Learned Dr. Cave given bel 
à large account in the Life of this Apoſtle. 11 


＋ | bas bl « 
The Epiſtle elevates our Thoughts above Earthiþng blo | 


things, by putting us in mind of the Heavenly Huany, of 
ruſatem, whereof the Apoſtle tells us, we are fel) wo b 
tow. Citizens with the Saints, and of the Houſholhe ſente 


The holy Goſpel gives us the Hiſtory of thipr a we 


 Apoſtle's Infidelity, and the method our BleſlePzreer b. 


Sayiaur took to ſatisfie him in the Article of th; he IK 


Reſurreftion, . - nd 21] 
be The Collect gives the reaſon why Chriſt ſuffer} She 0 


this day's Saint to be doubtful in that Article, vipon 
1 0 Confirmation of the Faith. The Eve bt . 
one ' of 1 
YE | zept h 
Or nn” | 5 Fords, & 
| 2 | rhich h 
The Converſion of St. PA u L. hin, T4 


articula 


HE Church obſerves this Feſtival in commemqbns and 


ration of the guraculous Converſion of ti 
| * 


3 ii 0 


1 


rn 


great Apoſtle of the Gentiles St. Pꝛul, in imitation 
ingaf that Toy the Saints expreſs in Heaven at the Con- 
; averſion of a Sinner. Here we fee the good effect of 
| tdthe faithful Martyr St. Stephen's fervent Prayer for 
peed Is Murctherers. For when his Innocent Blood was 
oraghed, this very Perſon was not only conſenting to it, 
hipbut tho? he would not be ſeen ro be an A tor in that 
hi barbarous Tragedy among the rude Multicude, yet 
y fie was fo zealous to ſee that good Man diſpatch'd, 
cruthat he took care of the Cloaths of them that flew 
athhim till the work was over; which was the riſe 
lend beginning of a violent Perſecution that miſera- 
haÞly afflicted and ſcattered the Chriſtians at Feruſa- 
Ku.; in which this day's Saint was then a principal 
1 thy gent, making bavock of the Church with an ungover- 
oUt|hable Zeah, entering rudely into every Hoe, haling 
xteFoth Mead: Women, beating them in the Snagogues, 
nt Honpelling many to Blaſpheme, impriſoning others, and 
rhepu7cing' them to Death. But the great City of Feru- 
give being! too narrow for his unbounded Malice, 
tis bloody Inquiſitor procured a Commillion to go 
rthiknd ranſack the Synagogues at Damaſcus (whither 
y F#Þany.of the perſecuted Chriſtians were fled for ſhel- 
fel ex) to bring up ſuch Chriſtians as he found there, to 
uſbolde ſentenec d and executed at Feriſalem. Bur God, 
Who had ſeparated him from his Mother's Womb 
thor a work of another nature) ſtopp'd him in his 
leſlÞareer before he got to the end of his Journey: For 
of ths he was travelling not far from Damaſcis, both he 
nd all his Company were confounded by a ſudden 
uffer ight (beyond that of the Sun) darted from Heaven 
e, Villpon them; whereat they all fell to the ground, 
ve bearing at the ſame time a confuſed Sound, tho? 
one Of them could diſt inguiſſi the articulate Voice 


Ecept himſelf, to whom the Voice directed theſe 


Fords, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me ! To 
nich he reply'd, Who art thou, Lord! Who told 
um, I am Jeſus whom thou perſecuteſt, The farther 
articulars ate ſet down at large in the fecond Leſ- 


mend ons and the Epiltle for the day. 
of tl | 
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and Imp 
he Wrou 
liver'd 
maugre 


. ; 1pa1ns an 
Hebrews. He had two names referring to his Jewi defendec 


and Roman Capacity. Saul was. a common nam govern 
given Children at their Circumciſion, in memory qdefence 
the firſt King of 1/rael of that name. The othconf rin 
name Faul, ſome will have that he took it from Sera] Ove 
gizs Pautus his Convert ; but moſt think he aſſum'ſthe Bri 
It after his own Converſion to denote his humility, 95 of 
After he had been well-inſtructed in the Liberging the 
Arts and Sciences at Tarſus, he was ſent by his Pal Nero i 
rents to Feruſalem, to be pertected in the Study « brought 
the Law, under the Diſcipline of the great Doctgyy,,qy 
of that Profeſſion Gamaliel, a Man of Eminency an Others 
Authority, as well as Wiſdom and Prudence, Athe fal 
to his Religion, he was brought up a Phariſee, on ſaid to 
of the ſtricteſt Sect in theJewiſh Church, who coulſ and fo 
endure no oppoſites, eſpecially if the Opinions ſeem they v 
late or novel : And he being become a great Bigol were r 
thro? the prejudice of Education, as well as natura} - The 
ly of an active zealous temper, they could not pitch repeti 
upon a more fit Perſon to put their cruel defign} Conve 
againſt the Chriſtians in Execution; which he hat JT | 
ſtill gone on to do with as much heat as their malie promi 
could ſuggeſt, if his Commiſſion had not been hap] and R 
pily ſuperceded by an over-ruling Power. | who. 
re we cannot but adore the wonderful Provii dare { 

dence of God, in that we find a notorious Perſecuſ good 


tor of the Chriſtian Faith, in an inſtant become iſ Th 
an extraordinary manner an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriit| Apoſ 
and an indefatigable Preacher, as well as a Debs Al 
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thinly, but to the Heathen World. And whereas 
bapther Apoſtles had only their peculiar Provinces, he 
» Ulhad committed to him the care of all the Churches. 
116 In the Ads of the Apoſtles we have a large account. 
How faithfully he diſcharged his truſt ; what long 
fr pnd hazardous Journeys. he toolz; what Scourgings 
p, pad Impriſonments he underwent ; what Miracles 
*Me wrought, as well as how wonderfully he was de- 
k lirer'd both from Priſon; and Shipwrack ; and 
- if augre all theſe DiFiculties, with what unwearied 
5 ai ns and undaunted g eſolution he both preach'd and 
Wide fended the Gol; el before Heathen Princes and 
overnours, as well as the fewich: In the fart her 
TY Qdefence whereof, he wrote his learned Epiſtles to 
otheconfirm the Faithin the Churches he had eſtabliſh'd 
Ley all over the Weſtern parts of the World, as far as 
umſthe Britiſh Iflands: Thus perſevering in the Good 
Ity % of Faith till he had n dd bis Corſe, by obtain- 
Doering the Crown of Martyrdom, being beheaded by 
Ay. Nero in the 68th Vear of his Age. Some ſay he 
0 brought upon himſelf the fury and hatred of that 
A bloody Tyrant, by converting one of his Concubines : 
/ WOthers ſay, by joyning with St. Peter, in procuring 
Athe fall of Simon Magus, which Apoſtle is likewiſe 
Oi ſaid to have ſuffer'd the ſame day at the ſame place, 
coul and for the ſame Cauſe, Thus as in their Lives 
em they were pleaſant and lovely, ſo in their Deaths they 
2180] were not divided. . 
Ural - The two ſecond Leſſons and the Epiſtle, are a. 
PITC repetition of the Hiſtory of this Apoſtles miraculous 
a 12 Converfion,”. 


na In the holy Goſpel we have our Bleſſed Saviour's 


nalie Promiſe of a Reward to ſuch as have the Courage 


hap and Reſolution to leave all and follow him, i. e. thoſe: 


who fear not them who can only kill the Body, but 


roviſ dare ſuffer Perſecution for the ſake of Religion and a 


lecuf good Conſcience, 1 | 
NE u The Colle& is a thankful remembrance of. thts 
hriſh Apoſtle's wonderful Converſion, wherein we are 


erte 
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-rter of the Truths of the Goſpel, not to the Jes 
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( 52 8 i Itheir fin 
alſo taught to pray for Grace to follow the holH/vgelite 
Doctrine which he taught. of the 1 
till ſuc 
— — ou —_— their ſte 
| ſtilk fo © 

CANDLEMASDAY. obliged 
pay a 1: 
The Preſentation of CHRIST in the Tem In o 


ple, commonly call'd the Purification « teach 1 


5 | oe | long as 
St. MARY the Virgin. enjoy 
ere EN 


E ſolemnize this Feſtival upon a twofolgrence t 
account, partly in memory of the Bleſſed large a 
'Virgin's Purification, a Ceremony which ſhe ob Fit 
ferved merely in obedienc2 to the Law, having viour 
no other occaſion for it, her immaculate Conzeptionfled V. 
being without Sin, and the holy Birth without brongh 
Iniquity; whereas the Rite of Purification was enjoy 2405 
ned to ſhew that our Birth is impure, and that wg te ſat 
are rendred naturally unclean by the hereditarf Lord. 
Pollution we derive from the Sin of our Parents]! 341 
whereupon the Child was not only circumciſed on the B! 
the 8th day, but the Mother after 32 days mon of the 
were expired, which made up the number of 40 Pigeon 
days, was cleanſed by 2 Sacrifice for Sin; and ſq Savio 
long were Women by the Levitical Law obliged tof Wor! 
ſerarate themſelves from the publick Congregatioſ that » 
after the birth of a male Child, and then they} 47h 
brought their Offerings, the richer fort a Lamb foſ Temp 
a Burnt-Offering, and a Pigeon for a Sin-Offering | (who 
but two Turtles or young Pigeons were accepted foiff cery 
both from the poorer fort, which the Prieſt offered he ha, 
before the Lord and made an attonement for them] phete 
But chiefly this Feaſt is celebrated in memory of Templ 
the preſentation of our Lord in the Temple, that oppo: 
being anocher Rite re uired by the Law, that ever to all 
Child that opened the Womb ſhould be holy to the Lord Fr 
For upon God's esemming the Hebrew Children Fj, 
from the Fate of the EF2ypiias when he deſtroyed 
| ther 

LET NV 


= 


= 


— * 


r 
6—— 


— 


C393) 

their firſt- born, he commanded the firſt-born of the 
holſraelites either to be dedicated-to him for the uſe 
of the Tabernacle, or redeemed at a certain price, 
till ſuch time as the Levites were ſubſtituted in 
their ſtead by God's own particular direction. Yer 
ſtilk fo far the Cuſtom prevail'd, that Mothers were 
obliged to preſent their firit-born in the Temple and 
ray a ranſom to the Prieſt, 
end In obedience to which Law or Cuſtom, and to 
I 4 teach us that things in themſelves indifferent (ſo 
long as they are not ſinful) ought to be obeyed when 
enjoyned by publick Authority, the Bleſſed Virgin 
here exprelled her Humility, Obedience and Reve- 
ofolq rence to publick San tions; and of this we have a 
leſſeq large account in the Goſpel for the day. 
e ob Firſt, We have the time ſet down when our Sa- 
ring viour was preſented, when the 40 days of the Bleſ- 
ptiolf ſed Virg in's Purification were accompliſhed, hey 
thouf Wong ht him t Jeruſalem to preſent him to the Lord. 
joy 24ly, We have the reaſon of their ſo doing, viz. 
t urg te Yat ige the Law, as it is written in the Law of the 
itary Lord. 
nts 3dly, We have an account of the Offerings 
d onf the Bleſſed Virgin made, which were the Offerings 
morg of rhe poor, viz. a pair of Turtle Doves or two young 
f 4 Pigeons. Such mean Circumilances did our Bleſſed 
d fof Saviour make choice of when he came into the 
d tof World to ſave Sinners; for our ſakes he became poor, 
[tion that we through his Poverty might be made rich. And, 
they 47hly, By this preſentation of our Lord in the 
> fol] Temple, that devout-and juſt Man, good old Simeon, 
ing # (who waited for the Conſolation of Iſrael, and had re- 
I fol ceiv'd a promiſe, that he ſhould not ſee Death before 
rec} he had ſeen the Lord's Chit ) and alſo the pious Pro- 
dem pheteſs Anna (who conſtantly attended the Service of the 
” off Temple with Faſting and Prayer) had both of them an 
that opportunity to make a publick declaration of Chriſt 
Ceri to all that Tooked for Redemption in Iſrael. 

From the obſervation of this Feſtival learn we, 
Firſt, To be obedient to all lawful Authority in 
E 4 | indit- 


1 
4 
+ 

i 
1 
1 


:1 
: 
4 


— _ = — 


34. 


indifferent matters, and willingly to pay all eur Offture apf 
ferings and Oblations, and other cuſtomary Dut ieſthe oc 
enjoy nd either by Church or State. pne of 
24 ly. Tho? we cannot ſee our Saviour with ouffall'd b 
bodily Eyes as old Simeon did, yet that we muſt neſtommiſſ 
ver expect to dye in Peace, till we have embrace Miracle: 
our Saviour with our Underſtanding and Affectionsſpart of t 
To this end therefore let us according te the examplqof bale! 
of the holy Propheteſs Anna, conſtantly attend thepreach'c 
Ordinances of our Religion, and rhere pray as thef(perhap 
Collect for the day teaches us, z hat we may with prurgall aleng 
and clean Hearis be preſented tothe Lore, did love 
| | much v 
— . —— Fl, 35 
5 our Sa 
St. MATTHIAS = Day. This co 
| | | daſeſt o 
N Þ HIS day is kept holy in commemoration offteſpera! 
1 the Martyrdom of St. Matthias, who not be- ind ung 
ing immediately calPd to the Apoſtleſhip by our Sa- of 30 p 
viour, the Scripture gives us no farther particularſhe knev 
zemarks concerning him than what we read in theſ of Igno 
portion of Scripture appointed for this day's Epiitle,came p 
wherein we have an account of the occaſion why, (For a 
and a relation how he was choſen into the Apoſtle-Awith 1 
ſhip, to make up that number of Twelve which ourwith . 
Bleſſed Lord had pitch'd upon to plant the Chriſtian I price o. 
Faith throughout the World, govern the Church vainly 
at preſent, and by their prudent fettlement of Af-Janothe 
fairs, make proviſion for future Emergencies that] in this 
might befal it in ſucceeding Ages. falling 
The number of Twelve may probably allude top A v: 
| the ſame number of Patriarchs of the Jewiſh Tribes, | lege, 
or the twelve Rulers or Heads of thoſe Tribes; toffturn fr 
| 


which conje:ture our Saviour ſeems to give ſome] ken les 

colour and countenance, by telling them, when He Predict 

Son of Man ſhould fit on his Throne of Glory, they it was 

fhould alſo fit on twelve Thrones to judge the twelve Biſhop 

Tribes of Iſrael. | TE iff 

| Firſt we lav: in the firſt of the 47s, (the Scrip- PMirac 
tue 
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TI 


Offfture appointed to be read inſtead of the Epiſtle) 
itiefthe occaſion of the Vacancy. Judas Iſcariot, 
one of the Twelve, who was immediately 
oufſeall'd by eur Lord, and equally impower'd and 
ne lommiſſion'd with the reſt to Preach and work 
ace Miracles, was numbred with them, and had obtain'd 
ons part of their Miniſtry, yet all this time was a Man 
npldof bafe Principles and corrupt Deſigns ; for tho? he 
 thepreach'd (no doubt) with as much Zeal, and with 
tha (perhaps) as much Succeſs too as any of them; yet 
purgall aleng his vile Soul was ſo actuated with the ſor- 
did love of Money (a Vice ill-becoming any Man, 
much worſe a Churchman) that neither the Mira- 
feles, Sermons, Favours, nor familiar Converſe with 
our Saviour could ſecure him from Apoſtacy : 
This covetous temper as it firſt betray?d him to the 
baſeſt of Actions, fo at laſt it brought him to as 
n offideſperate and fatal an end; for having treacherouſly 
be- ind ungratefully berray'd his Maſter (for the lucre 
Sa- of 30 pieces of Silver) into the hands of thoſe who 
ularf he knew would treat him with the higheſt Inſtances 
| thefof Ignominy and Cruelty, his guilty Conſcience be- 
{tlepcame preſently ſo troubleſom and uneaſy to him 
vhy (For a wounded Spirit who can hear?) that ſeized 
{tle-pwith horror for his wicked Fact, (when he had, 
our with ſorrow and indignation, thrown back that 


FELL, 
ii 


tian price of Blood, his wages of Iniquity in open Court) 
urchfvainly hoping perhaps to meet with that reſt in 


Af] mother World, which he found he could not enjoy 

that in this, be departed and went and hanged himſelf, and 
falling down bur# aſunder, and his Bowels guſhed out. 

e top A vacancy tuus happening in the Apoitolick Col- 

bes, lege, St. Peter accuainted the reſt (after their re- 

3 toffturn from Mount Olivet where our Saviour had ta- 


ome ] ken leave of them) that according to the prophetical 
e Prediction, Fudas having fallen from his Miniitry, 


they it was neceſſary another ſhould be ſubſtituted in his 
elde Biſnoprick, out of thoſe who had been. conſtant 
Diſciples of Chriſt, to be witneſs with them of his 
Miracles, Death and Reſurrection. And accord- 
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ingly by conſent two Candidates, both duly quali. 


was there very ſucceſsful} he ſpent in Fudea ; fromf 


had converted great numbers to the Chriliian Faith 


ri 
$7 © 
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(55) : 
to ob: 
taught 


may | 
& ordere 


fy'd for the holy Office were propos'd, viz. Foſeph, 
whoſe Sirname was Barſabas, and Matthias. The 
Holy Ghoſt not being yet given in full Power (öh 
whoſe Inſpiration they were chiefly directed after 
wards) they proceeded to the Election by caſting 
Lots, a method then in great uſe both among thi | 
Jews and Gentiles, eſpecially in chooſing Judgeſ The 
and Magiſtrates ; but to ſherv that *twas no com y 
mon affair they were going about, the whole Conf. 
gregation of Chriſtians there aſſembled (in number 
about 120) with one accord mane their ſylemn addre 
to Heaven, beſeeching the omniſrient G, the ſearchel 


of Hearts, (who perfectly underitood the Tempe H 
and Diſpoſitions of Men) that he would he pleaſed ig 3 W 
di ect rhe Choice, and ſbem which of the two he beſt an fard t 
proved of for the Apoſtolick Charge from which ene 

das had unhappily fallen; the Lot falling upo 45 


St. Matthias, he was after wards numbered with the Yo 
Eleven Apoſtles. Es | gel) v 
After the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, this day! p 8 
Saint among the reſt betook himſelf to his Province 5 - ; 
to exerciſe the great Employment upon which he = | 
was ſent. The firii fruits of his Miniſtry (which WF 
thou a 

thence he betook himſelf to other Provinces Eaſt "ariſe 
ward, his principal redence being near the irruptiol re © 


of the River Aſſar ns, and the Port Hy/ſus, where hi ou 
met with a barbarous rude People; who, after hu tain'd 


to del! 
favour 
ation, 
Ing t] 
day's 
Wont. 
and th 
the L. 


as a reward for his Labours and Sufferings, beſlow' 
upon him the Crown of Martyrdom ; which ſome 
ſay was by Crueifixion ; others, that he was ſtoned 
to Death by the Jews as a Blaſphemer, 

From the obſervation of this Feſtival we may 
learn, #r#, To beware of Covetouſneſs, from the 
fatal conſequences it brought upon Audas. 2dly, Not 
to abſent our ſelves from publick- Worſnip, tho” he Device 
that otficiates happens to be an ill Man. 34, Fron bob 


the Apoſtles practice at this Election, religiouſly I en 
| to 


N blen (37 

to oblerve the Ember Faſts: And, laſly, We are 
45 taught in the Collect to pray Iba e Church 
r (b * may be deliver'd from falſe Apoſtles, and always 
TIA orderedand guided by faithful and true Paſtors. 
iſtng | 
g thi 


com 
Cont. M A R V. 
1 Commonly called LA D X- DAV. 


yell 


nee H E Church keeps this Feaſt partly in honour 


| to the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and partly in re- 
t af rd to the Incarnation of our Bleſſed Saviour, who 
17) ws the eternal Word of the Father, was at this 
upo time made Fleſh, And it is called the Annunciation 


12 the 


caf 


1 el 0 that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee, 
fronl en art bleſſed among Women, And when: he per- 
Faſt þ ceived her thoughts in ſome diſorder about the na- 
ture of the Complement from ſuch an extraordinary 
Ambaſſador, having firit armed her againſt any 
diſtruſt or jealouſie ſhe might have otherwiſe enter- 
tain'd concerning the truth of what he was about 
to deliver, by bidding her not fear becauſe {ve was: 
(om ooured of the Lord; he proceeded to his Annunci- 
oned tion, referring to the Prophecy of T/:127 concern- 
ing the Meſlian (the portion of Scripture tor this 
ma} day's Epiſtle and told her ſhe ſhould conceive in her 
tht Font, and bring forth a Son, and call his name Feſw, 
Noll and that he ſhould be call'd the Son of the Higheſt, that 
„ Le Lord would give unto Jim the Throne of Vis Fathes 
David, and he ſhould yeign over the Houſe of Ja- 


)tlok 
re he 
er ha 
41th} 
JW 


romp ; 
| 77 5 N - . ; / Joy 
uſly 2 ever, and of his Kingdom there ſbould te 
u end. | 


1 And 
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dee The Annunciation of the Bleſſed Virgin 
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(538) 
And when the bleſſed Virgin had given him ge Churc; 
dience with an awful reſpect and reverence ſuitafeat wor! 
to ſo divine a Meſſage, though not doubting tition an 
| Power of God to effect the truth of what he had qſus Chr. 
liver'd; yet, being only eſpouſed to a Man, 
modeſtly defired to be ſatisfied in the manner of .. 
myſtery, How fhall this be, ſeeing I know not 
Moan? To which the Angel reply'd. The Holy GN - | 
Hall come ufon thee, and the power of the Higheſt St. 
overſhadow thee, and that which ſhall ke born of t 
Hall be called the Son of Go4. And farther to confi 
her that nothing was impoſſible with God, he tO ob 
her, that her Conn Elizabeth who Tad Iitherto FR Ma 
called barren, was now fire Months gone with hi dhe name 
her old Age. The holy Goſpel concludes with fat prea 
account of that Humility and Meekneſs, Faith aped to t 
Refignation which the holy Virgin exvreſſed in me) wh 
_ obedient reply, Behold the hand-maid of the Lord, Ig Mira 
it unto me according to thy Wovd, And from th He wa 
time the eternal Son of the Father, very God of vee Trib: 
God, being of one Subſtance with the Father, pod; 
came incarnate and took upon him our Nature fas prot 
the Womb of the bleſſed Virgin, whereby two i Suret 
tire and perfect Natures (vi. the Gedhead'and Mgr ſome 
hood) were united in one Perſon never to be dividqterpre 
which make one Chriſt very God and very Man. hd ame 
And as this ſecond Perſon in the holy Trinity, tf Lang. 
Son of God begotten by an eternal Generation let tha! 
fore all Worlds, for us Men and our Salvatifgculiar 
not only came down from Heaven, but alſo conqalent 
ſcended to a ſecond Generation according to the Flepint. 
by ſuffering himſelf to be form'd and conceiv'd fys be 
the Womb of this bleſſed Virgin, and at Jaſt toountr' 
brought forth by her, hereby vouchſafing her tþn to « 
honour to be the Mother of God; fo it is upkme ti 
this account all Generations hitherto have, ahe Ser 
from henceforth ſhall for ever call and acknowledfid not 
the immaculate holy Virgin Mary bleſſed. iver'd 
This Feſtival happening (in a manner) al ways o rhe 
fore Eafter, the Collect is a devout Prayer wher Word 
* 3 3 
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m 3e Church at once puts us in mind of theſe two 
itafeat works in order to our Redemption, the Incar- 
2 thtion and Reſurrection of our Lord and Saviour 
ad Hus Chriſt. | 

bk 

of .. £ 

197 | : 
. | : 
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onh VVA 
e tD Y obſerving this Feſtival we commemorate the 
% D Martyrdom of the holy Evangeliſt St. Mark, 
i Jdſhe name of Evangeliſt was at firſt common to all 
ith hat preached the Goſpel ; but was afterwards con- 1 
th aped to thoſe four (whereof this days Martyr was > 
in ne) who wrote the Hiſtory of the Life, Preach- 1 
ord, ig Miracles, Death and Reſurrection of our Saviour. 
n th He was born of Jewiſh Parents, defcended from 'F 
of ve Tribe of Levi, and of the Line. of the Prieſt- | 
r, pod; and being ſaid to be St. Peter's Siſter's Son 


ture fas probably converted by him, who is alſo ſaid to 4 
wo if Surety for him at his Baptiſm ; and af.erwards t 
d Mr ſome time entertained him as his Amanuenſis and 
1vidterpreter: For tho' the Apoſtles were inſpired, | 


ſan. hd among other miraculous Powers had the Gift 
ty, tf Languages beſtowedupon them by the ſame Spirit; 
ion let that ef Interpretation of Tongues was a more 
lvatięculiar Gift of ſome than others, and probably the 
condalent confer'd in an eſpecial manner on this day's 
e Fleaint. Beſides, the Chriſtian Aſſemblies in thoſe 
1v'd ys being generally made of People of different 
ſt to fountries, and as it was impoſſible for the lame Per- 
her tþn to diſcourſe in more Lan uages than one at the 
1s uphme time, ſo conſequently without an Interpreter 
e, ahe Sermon mult be loſt upon all the Auditors that 
>wiedlid not underſtand the Language wherein it was de- 

wer'd; whereupon ſome were enabled to interpret 
vays ho them in their own native Language either by 
where Word or Writing. 


1 | St. Tetor 
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St. Peter took St. Mark along with him in hi rough 1 
Apoſtolical Progreſs thro? Ita; and at Rome Sthme to 
Peter's Converts were ſo taken with his Preachingp;r Cru 
that they would not be ſatisfied till they had: preſney ſhou 
vailed upon St. Mark to deliver to them jv Writinqhrow'inę 


the Hiltorical account of our Saviour, which the red BOC 


had receiv'd from St. Peter's Mouth in the Pulpithrted by 
which at their requeſt be faithfully performed, and hey ren 
having it peruſed and approved by St. Peter's Au4., ivy ma 
thority, it has, bern read ever ſince in all Chriſtiaq, 3 his 
Churches by the name of St. Mark's Goſpel. he good 

Being ordained by St. Peter, he was ſent by him The I 
to plant Chriſtianity in Egypt, His chief reſidencqne day 
was at Flexandria, where he had not only the ordiqhon Of 
nary ſueceſs to convert great numbers to the Chri. ime of 
ſtian Faith, but to ſo extraordinary a ſtrict profefli The 
on of it had he brought his Prolelytes, that a learned hal Le 
12 wrote a Book of the peculiar Rites and way offe par: 
Life of St, Mark's Converts, | . + -that att 

Yet did he not confine the exerciſe of his Functionk;q thi 
to Alexandria, but removed weſtward to the. parts 


ve may 
rous in their manners as idolatrous in their Worſhip, * 
yet by his Preaching and Miracles he prevail'd upon Goſp 
them to embrace the Goſpel of Chriſt, and before heÞ vain 
left them confirm'd them in the profeſſion of it.] 
Then returning to Alexandria, he ſettled the Affairs 
of that Church, making a proviſion for Succeſſion,” 
by conſtituting and ordaining Governors and Pa- 
ſtors: And happy it was for that Church that heh S 
had finiſh'd that, ſo great and neceſſary a work, 
which he had not long performed, before himſelf E 
was barbarouſly diſpatch'd out of this World. This T 
happened about Eafter ; when the Heathens of that Phil: 
Country celebrating the Solemnities of Serapis, and 0 5 
being reſolv'd to vindicate that their Idol, which; 15 
this holy Man had told them was no God, 8 
rudely broke in upon him whilſt he was ſolemnly en» | St. 
gaged in the Worſhip of the true God, bound him Near 
hand and foot with Cords, and drage*d his Body calle 
- through | Met 


; 


— 
iin 


ISL 


'2 8 


ing 


ern 


Iting 


Koi 


in Hi 


red Body in a Priſon (where his Sou 


er . 
r. h Ln add. y 7 
"He 


—— —ͤꝛĩ — 


(61) 
rough the moſt ſtony and rugged Streets till they 
ame to a precipice near the Sea; but concluding 
eir Cruelty would have been too compaſſionate if 
hey ſhould have made an end of him at once, by 
rowing him down headlong, they 88 00 his ſhat- 
was com- 


Upitprted by a divine Vilion) and early next Morning 
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hey renewed their Tragedy, dragging again his al- 
eady mangled Carcaſe till his Fleſh being torn off 
1d his Blood run out, his Spirits ar laſt failing, 
he good Man thus exchanged this Life for a better. 
The Epiſtle and Goſpel! have no other relation to 
he day than thi- ; the Epiſtle reters to the Aſcen- 
jon of our Lord, this Martyrs ſuffering near tha 
ime of the Year. TY | 
The holy Goſpel relates the Conſolation and mu- 
ual Love betwixt Chriſt and his Members, under 
e parable of the Vine, with the bleſſed reward 
hat attends thoſe that faithfully adicere to him, as 
did this day's holy Martyr, whoſe Example that 
ve may be able to imitate (as we are initructed by 
is Doctrine) we pray in the Collect for Grace, 
That we may be eſtabliſh'd in the truth of the 
Goſpel, and not carry'd about with every blaſt of. 


ef vain Doctrine. 
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St. PHILIP and St. JAMES. 


T 2! 8 js a double Feſtival kept in memory of 
the. Martyrdom of thole two Apoſtles, St. 
Philip and St. Fames tlie leſs, who are {aid to be put 
to Death both on the ſame day of the Month, tho 

neither at the ſame Place nor in the ſame Year. 

St. Philip being born at Bethſaida, 2 fiſhing Town 


called to the Diſcipleſhip : For tho' our Saviour 


| 7 her, and convers'd with 
met St. Andrew and his Brot 9 A1. cham 


— 
2 2 * 


near the Sea of Tiberias, had the honour to be firſt 
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nours to ſuch odious Creatures, and that God alone 


61) 


them Tome little time after his return out of th ind the 


Wilderneſs, yet they returned to their Trade, anſthey ha 
were not called till above a Yearafter, when St. FoljÞ7m th 
Baptiſt was caſt into Priſon ; whereas the very nex} Fron 
day after his meeting and parting with them as hf. © 
was paſſing through Galilee, he found Philip who Suggeſt 
he commanded to follow him (his conſtant form o 2aly, 
chooſing his Diſciples) which Call he immediateli a) of 
obey*d ; and no ſooner had Religion taken poſſeſſioſ convert 
of his Mind, but like an active principle it began td eu Bre 
diffuſe it ſelf: For a3 ſoon as he had entered himſelf L 


in the School of Chriſt, his firſt buſineſs was td èver tl 


make Proſelytes, andthe firſt he found was Narhaf Tony 
2icl a Perſon of Note and Eminency (being a Doctol Lives. 
of the Law) whom he not only acquainted with thg. St. 
good News that he had found the Meſſiah, buf/s calle 
conducted him immediately to him. | Coubn 
The Upper Aſa was allotted to this Apoſtle b af 
Province, where, by his indefatigable Labours, con] te diſt 
ſtant Preaching, and the Efficacy of his Miracles} as 4 
he made a great number of Converts, whom he alſo C: 
baptized and confirmed in the Chriſtian Faith, At he ha 
laſt, after many Years good Succeſs in his Apoſto he is 
lick Office, he went to Hierapolis, a rich and popu- think 
lous City in Phrygia, where among other Idolatries ar! 
he found them worſhip a great Serpent or Dragon ; have 
his righteous Soul being vext to ſee a People enſla- ame 
ved to ſo vile an Error, could not ceaſe ſoliciting . 
Heaven, till by his fervent Prayers he had procur'df At 
the death, or at leaſt the vaniſhing of their beloved ls 15 
Idol; and then taking this opportunity to make them?" Y 
ſenſible how unbecoming it was to give divine Ho- 


was to be worſhipped, preaching to them Chriſt and q 

the Reſurrection, he made them ſo aſhamed of their rank 
Idolatry, that great numbers of them became Chri-Þ *7 * 
ſt ians; this ſucceſs ſo far enrag'd the idolat rous pycn 
Magiſtrates of the City, that having ſeized che le 
Apoſtle, and as a preparative to their farther de- 
ſign'd Cruelty, caus'd him to be ſeverely ſcourged, 
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of thland then led to execution, being bound, ſome ſax 
e, anſthey hang'd tim by the neck to a Pillar, others at- 
. Jolſfirm they crucified him. 
ynex} From his example we may learn, 
as I. Fir#, To prepare our minds readily to obey all the 
w honuggeſt ions and offers of divine Grace. 
rm of 241y, To be forward to direct others in the ſame - 
iatellway of Happineſs with our ſelves, i. c. when we are 
eſſiolconverted, to endeavour to confirm and ſtrengthen, 
an te our Brethren. And,. | 8 | 
imſell La/tly, With boldneſs to profeſs the Truth when- - 
as td ever the Providence of God calls us to give a Teſti- 
a- halmony to it, tho? it be with the hazard of our 
eres. : „ 
h thd. St. James whoſe Feſtival we this day celebrate, 
bugs called the Brother of our Lord, being either his 
"  JCoudn German, or as ſome think the Son of Fo/epb 
{tle!$0) a former Wife, He is called St. James the leſs, 
cond te diſtinguiſh him from the other St, Fames, who - 
aclesl was a Perſon of a greater Stature of Body; he 43 
1 hab alſo called James the juit, from the great reputation - 
Ahe had acquired for his Virtue, Juſtice and Piety; 
aſto he is alſo called the Son of Alphæus, which loms: 
opu- think was another name of F»ſeph, it being cuſto- 
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nſla- 


| compaſſion to his humane Nature, leſt he ſhould. 


mary (as has been already obſerved) for the Jews to 
have two names; tho' others think he has this 
name from his being a Diſciple to a Sect of the- 
Jews called Alpheans. 

After the Reſurrection St. Paul tells us this A- 
poſtle was honoured with a particular appearance 
of our Saviour to him, which perhaps might be in 


have fainted by too tedious Faſting ; he being faid . 
to have made a ſolemn Vow, that from the time he - 
drank of the Cup at the Inilitution of the laſt Sup- 
per he would eat no Bread till he had. ſeen the Lord 
rien from the Dead. | Me 
He was Biſhop of Feruſalem, which dignity ſome - 
affirm to be confer'd upon him by our Lord himſelf. 
before his Aſcenſion ; ohne that he was cholen by 
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ſident in the Synod held at Fernſalem, to determit 


Caſe was open'd by St. Peter, 
and St. Barnabas, who all at 
final determination of St. Fames the Biſhop of th 
place. | 

This great Saint was remarkable for ail manner 
Chriſtian Graces ; his temper was meek and humble 
his Temperance admirable, neither eating Fleſh no 
drinking Wine: Prayer was ſo much his buſine 


itt ſhort, his Piety and Virtue were to exemplar 
that he was not only reverenced by Chriftians, but 


being by his Inſtru+tjons and Example brought to 
belief of the Chriſtian Faith; which ſucceſs pre 


who being vexed to ſee St. Paul eſcape their fur 
by appealing to Ceſar, retolved now to turn thei 


Phariſees at work to enſnare him, defiring him te 


and rect ify the falſe Opinion they had recerved con- 
cerning Jeſus, whom they looked upon to be the 
Meſſiah, and to this end defired him to go with 
them to the top of the Temple, where he migh 
be beſt ſeen and heard. 
on a Pinnacle of the Temple, they addreſſed them 
felves to him to inſtruct the People in the Inflituti- 
ons of the crucify'd Jeſus, who with an audible 
voice told them, That that Feſtrs whom they enquire 
after was now fitting at the right hand of God, and 
world come ngnin in the Clouds of Heaven; upon the 
bleſſed Jeſus, and proclaimed Hoſanna to the Son of 
David Tue Scribes and Pharilees finding me 

ves 
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and delight, that by his frequent Devotions hi 
Knees were become as hard and brawny as a Camel's] 


Club 
- Honoured by the Jews, many of the more noble fon 
voked hie malicious Enemies to conſpire his ruine] 
revenge upon St. James: However, to carry thq 


matter on more plauſibly, they ſet the Scribes ang 


take the opportunity of that great confluence off 
People at the paſchal Solemnity to undeceive then 


And wien he was placed 


hearing of which, the People below glorify'd the 


ſelves 
the reſt of the Apoſtles, We find him fit as PrjApoitl 
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not quite killed, but) very much bruiſed by the 


ll, he recovered ſo much ſtrength as to get upon 
his knees to pray for his Murtherers, which whilſt 


he was a doing they fell afreſh upon the remainders 


of his Life with a ſhower of Stones; at laſt one more 
crueily Kind than the others, put an end to his 


Club (in the g6th Year of his Age, and about 24 
after Chriſt's Aſcenſion) to the great grief not only 


of all good Chriſtians, but even all ſober and juſt 


Men among the Jews: The murther of this good 
Man Foſephus reckons as one of thoſe crying Sins 


that more immediately haſten'd the divine Vengeance 


to bring Ruine and Deſtruction upon tlie Jewiſh 
Nat ion. . | 
The Epiſtle for the day is the beginning of that 


Epiſtle which he wrote to the Jewiſh Converts diſ- 
frerſed and ſcattered abroad, to comfort them in 
their Sufferings, confirm them agaiuſt Error, ſecure 


their Patience and Charity, encourage them to 
faithful perſeverance, and fortifie them againſt 
thoſe Temptations whereby their Faith mighit be 
endanger'd. ; | 

The Goſpel gives us an account of the diſcourſe 
our Lord had with St. Philip concerning himlelf 


2 little before the palchal Supper, wherein our - 


gk . . 8 
Bleſſed Saviour gently reproves his Ignorance after 
fo long attendance upon his Doctrine; whereoy we 


are taught that God expe'ts Improvements from us 
according to the opportunities we have of. being in- 


Uructed in the School of Christi. 
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| St. BARNABAS the Apoſtle. tion, vi: 


| | | When th: 

THE Church this day celebrates the Feaſt of Sth bands 1 
Barnabas the Apoſtle, who was of the TribgCity in 

of Levi, born at Cyprus, defcended of rich and religi-4verted t 
ous Parents, trained up in the Study of the Lawſthey wr 
under the ſame Tutor with St. Paul, where their] Years 1 
acquaintance might very probably lay the foundati- ing exp 
on of that intimate Friendſhip afterwards contractedqjat wha 
betwixt thofe two Apoſtles. | 


Mornin 

His proper name was Foſes or Foſeph, and by theſ laid age 
Apoſtles he was ſurnamed Barnabas, which ſignifies Miracle 
the Son of Conſolation, either upon the accountſ ted as 
of his eminent prophet ick Gifts, and the great dex-|Mercur 


came too great a charge for a fingle Perſon ; where- 
upon he went to Tarſs, and called in St. Paul toby St. 


Has aſfiſlance; who returning with him as his coad- 
Iutor, they laboured together a whole Year in eſtab. 
liſning that Church. From hence St. Paul and he 
| went to carry the charitable Supply which they had 
Collected among the Chriſtians at Antioch for relief 
| Of the poor Brethren in Fudea, who were reduced 
|| to great neceſlities by a famine that raged in the 
Country. Thus far the portion of Scripture ap- 
pointed for this day's Epiſile gives an account of 

this Apoſtle. | 
In the 33th Chapter of the As we read how the 


Apoſtles were directed by the Holy Gholl to diſ- 
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patch this Apoſtle with St. Pau! to convert the 
Gentile World, with the manner of their Ordina- 
tion, viz. Faſting, Praying and Impolition of hands; 


hen the Apoſtles had faſted and prayed and laid their 
hands upon them they ſent them away. At Paphos, a 
City in Cyprus remarkable for Idolatry, they con- 
verted the Governour Sergius Paulus by the Miracle 
they wrought upon the Sorcerer Elymas. After three 
Years Travel they returned to Aut ioch, whence be- 
ing expelled by a Perſecution, they went to Iconium, 


at which place we read in the 2d Leſſon for the 
Morning, how upon ſome wicked deſigns the Jews 


laid againſt them they fled to Lyſtra, where for the 
Miracle wrought upon the Cripple they were repu- 
ted asGods ; and as they gave St. Paul the name of 
Mercuri, becauſe he was the chief Speaker, ſo 
they call'd St. Barnabas Fupiter (their Sovereign 
Deity) either on the account of his venerable Age, 
or the gravity and comelineſs of his Perſon, The 
remaining part of that Chapter continues the rela- 
tion of their Travels, Labours and Perſecut ions. In 
the next Chapter, which is the 2d Leſſon for the 
Evening, we have an account of this Apoſtle's be- 
haviour in the Controverſy between the Jewiſh and 
Gentile Converts. * At ſirſt he vigorouſly oppoſed 
the Judaizers, but afterwards St. Paul camplains in 
his Epiſtle to the Galat ians, that he was fo far hiaſsd 
by St. Peter's conduct in that affair, that he diſſembled 
bis Chriſtian Liberty to curry favour with the Fewifb 
Converts. In the cloſe of this Chapter we read of 
the great difference that happened between theſe two 
intimate Friends, and how they parted upon it: 
Tho? the Providence of God turn'd this their ſtrife 
and parting to the benefit of the Church, for by 
their ſeparation Chriſtianity became more diffuffve 
than if they had continued together. | 
In his cld Age returning to his own Country 


cypris, to ſpend the remainder of his days in con- 


verting and doing good among his Country-men 


[the Jews, at Salamis a City in that Iſland; ſome 


Jews 
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fews being come from $yria, ſet upon him as he v: 


diſputing in the Synagogue, and ſhut him up in 
corner of it till Night ; and then bringing him fort 
after infinite Tortures, ſome ſay they ſtoned him t 
Death; others, that putting a rope about his Nec 
they dragged him to a Stake and there burnt him. 
From the Example of this day's Saint learn w: 
Firſt, To deſpiſe Eaſe and the Pleaſures of th 
Life. when we have an opportunity to propagat 
the Chriſtian Religion. | 
2dly, Not only to contribute out of our Fortune 
to the relief of the neceſſitous, but to excite othe! 
to the duty of Charity. 4 : 
zah, From the er we find this day's Sail 
had from Sr. Paul, for his too much complian 
with the Jews, let us take care that no worldiy In 
tereſt prevail with us to diſſemble or complemen 
away our Religion. And, 1 
Laftly, In the Collect we are taugnt to pray fo 
the gifts and alillance of God's Holy Spirit, an 
Grace to uſe them always to his 
Glory. | 
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St. JOHN the Baptiſt. 


E are call'd this day to celebrate the Birt 

of St. John the Baptiſt: A birth-day nie 

ſeems accompany'd with as much Joy as Wonde 
A Birth which God Almighty ſent an Angel fron 
Heaven to notifie to his Parents, that they mig! 


but ne 
entan 
be cail 
baptizi 
ny'd u 
And 1 
the be. 
not be 
in Pri: 
Our 8 


leſſing 
which they had not the leaſt reaſon to expect, bein 
both of them ſo well ſtricken in Years, and his Mc 
ther not only old, but alſo had been hitherto repu 
ted barren. And as his Birth was wonderful, 

being prophetical of ou Lord (whom he ſalute 
while in his Mother's Womb) it was no leſs joy fu 


; Meſſenger the Prophet Malucl 
in that he was the Meſlenge prop N 
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p in mentions that was ſent to preparethe may of the Lord, 


\fortfof whom alſo the Angel Gabrie! had promiſed his 
1im tl Father Zacharias, that he ſhould be great in the fig be 
Neckof the Lord, and ſhould neither drink Vine nor ſtrong 


im. Drink, but ſhould e filled with the Holy Gooſe from hs. 


rn wdother's Womb, and conſequently, as the Harbinger 


f thlof our Saviour, ſhould be the greateſt of all tie 


pagatſWrophers. 


And according to the Prophecy of Iſaiah, as well 


rtungas the Predi tion of the Angel, this day's Saint be- 


otheſing qualify'd for his Office (by adding to the grace of 


his Birth an innocency of Life) began his Miniſtry 
Sainjin the Wilderneſs of Judea, by proclaiming to the 
liangJews the approach of the Meſſiah, and teiling them. 
iy Ins hat their eæpectat ion being ſo near to be Fulfilled, they 
emeinſ world do well to break off their fmful havits by 2 ſpeedy 

Repentance, and thereby qualifie themſelves for the 
ay fqAingdom of Heaven, which he told them, was 72195 
t, anſat hand. 
r an} He was call'd the Baptist becauſe he entered his 
Diſciples into a new inſtitution of Life by Baptiſm: 
'Tis true it was a Rite before in uſe among the Jews, 
but never uſed before this time to ſhadow out Re- 
none and Remiſſion of Sins; beſides, he might 

call'd the Baptiſt, in that he had the nonour to 

baptize our Saviour, whoſe Baptiſm was accompa- 
Birtiny'd with a miraculous atteſtation from Heaven. 
And ſo careful was he to confirm his Diſciples in 
\ndeftbe belief of the MeMah, and that their Faith might 
frod not be ſhaken after his departure, that when he Was 
niglſin Priſon he lent them to ſatisfie themſelves from 
elling our Saviour's own Mouth, whether he was He 
bein Meſiab that ſbould come, or they ſhould till look for 
J Me another, | | | 
repu Tho' the Church principally commemorates the 
al, myſterious Nativity of this day's Saint, yet ſhe doth 
urenot omit his Life and Death in her Offices for 
»y fuſthe day. 5 
ale In the room of the Epiſtle is Vaiab's Prophecy 
uionconcerning his Birth, which the holy Goſpel gives 
us the Hiſtory. of. | The 
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The 24 Leſſon for the Morning records his maran unla' 


ner of Life as well as his Office. in truth 


Having providentially eſcap'd the Cruelty of Hqnothing 
rod in his Infancy, he led a mortiſied Life, his Gayis a ne 


ment was made of Camels hair, with a leathern Girdlking it. 


about his Leyns, and his habitation was a Wilder} The 
ne[s ; and here it was he entered upon his Office qwith tt 
Preaching and Baptizing. In his preaching he diſto imit 
not handle the Vord of God deceitfully, by flatteringing the 
Zreat Men in their Sins; no, he had no reſpect qly ſuite: 
Perſons in the diſcharge of his Office, but impartiall 
condemned and equally reproved the Vices of al 
Ranks and Orders of Men ; and *twas this free 
dom of reproof (which he took in the Pulpit) th 
coſt him his head. For tho? he had eſcaped (as i 
already mention'd) one Herod, yet the 2d Leſſon fo 

the Evening gives us an account of his falling int T H 
the hands of another Herod every whit as bloody do 
This Herod having turn'd away bis lawful Wifefſaida ( 
liv'd in inceſtuous Adultery with Herodias, Wiffcall'd s 


to his Brother Philip who was ſtill alive: Amor Pete 


St. Jon (who knew not how to trim or flatter Jour ble 
Patron) as boldly rebuked him for it, and in plaiſFaith, 
terms told him, ar his duty to put her away. Thigbuildi! 
was a Doctrine neither he nor his Miſtriſs coulfGates c 
brook. For tho? the auſterity of St. Fohn's Life] The 
and the authority of his Doctrine wrought ſo faſabout 

upon Herod, that he not only heard him gladlyÞbrougl 
but alſo obſerv'd and did many things which HMBleſſec 
taught; yet when he came to touch upon his beloſ the bar 
ved Crime, the truth of his Tongue muſt forfeit hlowed 
Head: And tho? perhaps Herod would not of himſ into a 
felf (more it may be out of fear of the People thaſ long'd 
out of kindneſs to the Baptiſt) have proceeded tꝗ gone t 
ſuch a piece of Cruelty ; yet Herodias, who couldreturn 
not be eaſy under ſuch Diſcipline, took the oppor-Fthe S 
tunity of Herod's raſh Oath to her Daughter, and bi cpnvii 
her demanded his Head, which Herod (tho' witlfended 


ſeeming regret, granted) pretending to that fall of Fit 


Notion of Honour (ſtill too much. in faſhion) thatÞ'gyyy 
al 
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(71) 
manan unlawful Oath ought to be performed; whereas 
in truth, a raſh or unlawful Oath obliges a Man to 

f Hgnothinggbut Repentance, and the ſpeedy breaking it 
Gais a neceſſary part of that Repentance due for ta- 
Girdlking it. | 

ildei The great uſe we are to make of this Feſtival, is 

ice qwith the Church in the Collect, to pray for Grace 

e diſto imitate this day's great Saint in conſtantly ſpeak- 

terinſing the Truth, boldly rebuking Vice, and patient- 

ect qly ſuffering for the Truth's ſake, 

tially | 

of all e — 3 
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) th St. PETERS Day. | 
(as if | 


im Hf HE Church this day celebrates the Martyr- | 
oody} dom of the firſt Apoſtle St. Peter, born at Beth- 7 
Wife aida ( before-mention'd) by Trade a Fiſherman , F 
Wiffeall'd Simon at his Circumciſion, the name Cephas | 
Angor Peter (which ſignifies a Rock) was given him by f 
ter Jour bleſſed Saviour, to denote the firmneſs of his | 
plaifFaith, and how vigorouſly active he ſhould be in f 
Thij building the Church upon ſuch a Foundation as the | 
coul Cate of Hell. ſhould never prevail againſt it. = | 
Life} The occaſion of his becoming a Diſciple was this; | 
lo faſſabout a Year after his Brother St. Andrew had | 
adlyf brought him to ſee the Lord, it happened that our | 

-h WIBlefled Saviour one day retiring for his privacy to 
belofthebanks of the Sea of Galilee, finding himſelf fol- 
it hiſ loved by the Multitude, to avoid the throng ſtept ; 
himſ into a little Fiſner-Boat, near the Shore, which be- | 
thaſ long'd to St. Peter, who with his Companions were 
ö 


yo 
wood 


3: 0 
. 


ed td gone to waſh and dry their Nets: Upon St. Peter's 
e ould return our Saviour deſired him to put a little from 
por. the Shore, whence he taught the People; and ta 4. 
nd bi convince them hat he was a Teacher come from God, he ne 
witlfended his Sermon with ſuch a miraculous draught | 
falſe of Kiſhes as made St. Peter humbly a knowledge bis 
tnaſ own vileneſs, aud expreſs his fear that the vine | 
2 8 1 1 Vengeance } 
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Vengeance might purſue him. But our Bleſſed Sa ing his 
- viour preſently allays his fears by aſſuring him, 2A fr 
Miracle was not wrought to terrifie but to confirm anſye rea 
Krenet hen bis Faith ; telling him withal, hat he deſcious! 
fend both him and his Brother for a more noble emſhe be u 
yloy ment than catching of Fiſh, and commanded they... 
_ both to follow him, which they immediately withou Afte 
any heſitatian comply'd with. in his f 
This Apoſtle was the firſt of thoſe three that weiſth ing 
admitted more familiarly than the reſt into oup;. pr. 
Lord's. Privacies and Retirements. And when ſeſſame N 
veral of the Diſciples left our Saviour upon thei WAS NC 
- Diſcovery that he was not ſuch a Meſhah as they loobſhim or 
for (whoſe Kingdom ſhould conſiſt in outward Pompgyq : h 
and Plenty) and that the Duties he required wen eprehe 
like to grate hard upon them; our Saviour askin „ &C. 
his Apoſtles, if they would alſo go away ? St. Petey, t! 
(as generally the ſpokeſman for all the reſt) anſwer tnania 
ed, They had no where to go to better zheir Conditic after h. 
and 't was he only had the words of eternal Life; twapbeia ar 
his Doctrine alone that could inſtruct them in thßje Lal 
Way to Heaven. ; ES arge it 
He is always ſet down the firſt in the Liſt of thy, = 
Apoſtles, his Age and Gravity as well as his Couſpat 8 
rage and Conſtancy fitly quali ing him for the pri piltle, 
macy of Order: Tho? we do not find any other prizqq . 
Vilege he enjoy'd above them; in confeſſing Chril & lars 
he only ſpoke the ſenſe of his Brethren ; and if he ino 
.calld a Rock (in the Goſpel for the day) they arpy ;q 
.equally calPd Foundations upon which the Walls q; 
the Church are erected; and the power of the Key 
Is equally ſhared amongſt 'em by our Saviour's ſpe 
cial Commiſſion, 
Yet (tho? this great Apoſtle was every way th Feetend, 
qualify'd) to ſhew that the beſt of Men are ſubjecq gr. 1 
to Intirmities, and to caution us againſt Preſumpti,, Tag 
On, Self-confidence and Vain-glory, we have Þ, dy'd 
failure of this Saint's recorded for our Inſtructiol ow 
Upon the approach of our Saviours Sufferingþy t laſ 
Txuſting too much to his own Strength, he e * 


rdom 
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ſempt 
here ir 
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8 betray d his Weakneſs and humane Frailty in deny- 
Ting his Maſter. But then again for our direction to 
» *Aturn from the evil of our ways by a ſpeedy Repentance; 
1 Me read how quickly he recover'd himſelf by a gra- 
e #cious look from our Saviour, and how paſltonately 
mne bewail'd his Folly, waſhing away his Guilt by his 
7yenitential Tears, 
hou After the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, this Apoſtle 
n his firſt Sermon converted 3000 Souls, The next 
Wellthing is (what we have in the two 2d Leſſons) 


> Olthis preaching to the People that came to ſee the 


en ſellame Man he had reſtor'd, which Cure he profeſſed 
TUE not wrought by any power or holineſs either in 
yy him or St. Fohn, but by Godeand his Son Feſw Chriſt, 
| OMhnd thro' Faith in his name; thereupon alſo boldly 


' 4; Jeprehending them for crucifying the Lord of Glo- 


Jet 
wet 


vas the exemplary Puniſhment he inflicted upon 
7 luanias and Sapphira for their Sacrilege. At laſt, 
11Mfrer his long Travels thro? Pontus, Galatia, Cappa- 

. elfe and Ala, his painful Preaching and indefatiga- 
in Uſe Labours in defence of the Goſpel (ſer down at 
I in the A&s of the Apoſtles) as well as the im- 

It Funent dangers he miraculoully eſcap'd, particularly 
a Oufnat mention'd in the Scripture appointed for the 
© Plippiſtle, having firſt planted a Church at Antioch, 

urige been Biſhop there for ſeveral Years. Towards 
the latter end of his days he went to Rome, where he 


10 ae all his time and pains in eſtabliſhing the 


Falls 0 
e Key 


r's [pt 


rdom under Nero, being provok'd by his ſucceſs 
gainſt Simon Magus; who having fail'd in an at- 
empt to raiſe a young Gentleman from the Dead, 
Fhere in St. Peter fucceeded, to regain his reputation 
retended to fly up into Heaven, but by the Prayers 
f St. Peter that ſuch a deluſion might not paſs up- 
n the People, his Wings he had made tailing him, 
e dy*d the next day of the bruiſes he receiv'd by his 


a thu 
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umpti 
have 


Der Al. Another provocation this Saint had given 
7 ke at laſcivious Prince, was his reducing many lewd 
8 55 14 2 Women 
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„ Kc. The moſt remarkable paſlage that follow'd, 


briſlian Religion, and there ar laſt ſuffered Mar- 
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Women to a ſober Life, thereby thwarting tif 
wanton Temper to which that Prince was becom 
ſo much a Slave. 

The Death he was condemned to was Crucfxior 
but affirming himſelf unworthy to dye in the ſam 


HI 
poſture his Lord had ſuffered before him, at his | 4 . 
queſt to the Officers he was crucity'd with his Heghis age 
downwards. His Body being embalm'd (after thor upo! 
Tewiſh manner) by one of his Friends, was bury'ferr*d 1 
in the Vatican near thetrivmphal Way, where ther{three 
was a Church erected to his memory, which is nowBrothe 
for its Magnificence, Riches and Beauty, one of thwith S 
Wonders of the World, and known by the name dther b. 
St. Peter's at Rome. | | when « 

The uſe we are to make of this Feſtival is IroncalPd b 
this Saint's example. | to Gue! 

Firſt, To learn readily to obey every divine Calſof our 
and humbly to acknowledge our own Vileneſs. ful obe 

24ly, Boldly to aſſert the Truth, but at the ſamffollow: 
time to beware how we rely and | Sins upon olfmight 
own Strength, leſt we provoke God to withdraſpliance 
his Grace, and therefore when we ſtand mo# firmij The 


yet to take heed left we fall, fin'd t. 
24ly, Speedily to repent and heartily to bewaſſtorian 
our Errors. | hen he 


4thly, To be careful how we make Vows, atfanity, 


take as much heed to obſerve them. | - His : 
5thly, Not to alienate things conſecrated or dedjChriſti 
cated to pious uſes. And, 1 certain 


Laſtiy, To make up our former failures by olſÞpword 
future Zeal and Induſtry in God's Service, and reſqthe En 
lutely (if thereto called) to ſuffer for our holy Relſput to 
gion, And that Chriſtians may be the better inſtrſthirſt 
cted in theſe neceſſary Duties, we are taught by thbut aift 
Church in the Collect, to pray That all Biſhops anflor the 
« Paſtors of the Church may diligently preach Godſof the 
Word, and the People follow the ſame, that thathe Gr. 
may receive the Crown of everlaſting Glory. 5 mes 

of the 
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4 df. JAMES the Apaſile. 
1X10! | 
e fang HIS day we ſolemnize the Martyrdom of St. 
his 1 Fames, ſurnam'd the Great, either by reaſon of 
Heaſhis age or bulk in compariſon of the other St. Fames, 
er thor upon the account of ſome particular favour con- 
bury ſferr'd upon him by our Saviour, as being one of his 
 thenſthree Favourites. He was Son of Zehedee, and 
is nowBrother of St. % before-meritioned, and Partner 
of thjwith St. Peter in the fiilking Trade. He and his Bro. 
ame qther being in the Ship or Boat with their Father, 
when our Saviour pals'd by the Sea of Galilee, were 
5 IroncalPd by him to the Diſcipleſhip, and he never ſtood 
Ito queſt ion the authority or diſpute the Commands 
e Calſof our Saviour but anſwer'd his Call with a chear- 
S. [ful obedience, left his aged Father in the Ship, and 
e ſamfollowed him; breaking thro? all impediments that 
on oltmight have perſuaded his ſlay. Which ready com- 
1draypliance gave an early Omen of his future greatneſs. 
ru The exerciſe of his Apoſtolick Office was con- 
fin'd to Fudea and Samarin, tho? ſome Spaniſh Hi- 
bewalſtorians will have it that after the death of St. Se- 
hen he went into Spain and there planted Chriſti- 
8, alſanity, 
His great Zeal and Succeſs in propagating the 
r dedfChriitian Faith, provoked the fury of Herod to vex 
certain of the Church, who having the power of the 


by olſSword newly lodged in his hand by a Grant from 


d reſqthe Emperor Claudius, cauſed this day's Saint to be 


y Reliſput to death, not only to ſatisfy his own natural 


inſtnſthirſt after humane Gore (being of a bloody race) 
by tiſbut alſo to oblige the Populacy, and thew his Zeal] 
ps anffor the Religion moſt agreeable to the Inclination 
1Godſof the People. This Herod was Grandſon to Herod 


it theſthe Great, who butchered the Innocents, a Man of 


7. [fo mean Extraction, that he burnt the Genealogies 

of the Hebrews to make himſelf a Gentleman : He 
M Efwas Nephew to Herod the Tetrarch that murth;er'd 
(32 4 St. Fohn 
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( / 6 ) .." his Con 
$9, Von the Paptiſt 5 and being a Branch ſprungy. Ape 
from a Root thus plentifully watered with the Bloohentanc 
of Saints, and an obſcure Family as well as a Strangeſimſelf 
and Alien by his Birth to their Nation, what coulſnitted 
be expected from ſuch a Perſon but barbarous Inhu; Here 
manity ? And that their expectations might not ivine \ 
baulk'd, and to ſhew that his actions ſhould everfrhe gr: 
way anſwer his Character, humane Gore muſt bien by C 
med as his inaugurating Sacrifice, his Kingdot Urnin? 
(like the Walls of Rome) muſt have its Foundatioſiable A 
cemented with Blood, and that of Chriſtians togy...... 
he kilPd (ſaith the Epiſtle for the day) Fames this Pee 
Brother of Fohn with the Sword. It was not, Wh; 14 1 
may be ſure, out of any regard Herod bad to thyrerms 
Apoſtle that lie ſuffer'd what we look upon as fo hoy fion 
vourable a Death, which was that of beheading.. Foy. Bax 
thoſe who are verſed in Jewiſh Antiquities affirm fu. 
this death of beheading as ignominious as any o 
the reſt, and that the Jews only pra-tis'd it upo 
ſuch Malefactors as were guilty of ſeducing of th 
People from the Worſhip cf their own to that o 
ſome ſtrange God, And ?ris not improbable 8 
James might ſuffer upon that pretence ; for his activ hapte 
Zeal for his crucify'd Maſter and the propagating... 
his Doctrine, endeavouring thereby to convinchlauſe 
them of their Error, and bring them to acknow 
ledge kim whom they had crucify'd to be the very, Go 
Cbriſt. Which being no ways allowed by, the Zea! Wh: 
lots of their Party, might with them fall under thy Firſt 
not ion of drawing them to a ſtrange God, and fe, 
bring him under that Condemnation. Thus mam wo. 
times it happens, that to be zealous in a good Cauſ nd C| 
draws upon Men the puniſhment due to a bad one, fe 
What was very remarkable in this Apoſtle was, , aly 
that at his Tryal he defended his own Cauſe Ci. eg, 
the Chriſtian Religion) with ſuch undaunted Chrithoſe ! 
tian Courage and Magnanimity, that the ſtrengt 1 
of his Arguments, and the conſtaney and reſolutio "ATV 
with which he delivered them, wrought ſo power: 
fully upon his Accuſer, that he immediately es) 
4 | | u 
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is Convert, repented of what he had done, beg d 
"IUlhhe Apoſtle's pardon (who as readily upon his Re- 
SloOentance gave him abſolution) publickly profeſs'd 
all Sehimſelf a Chriſtian, and freely at the ſame time ſub- 
coulmitted his Head to that fatal but happy ſtroke. 
nv Here it may not be amiſs to take notice how the 
ot Divine Vengeance pura theſe three Tyrant Herods, 
he firſt, that mirchered the Innocents, was ſmit- 
ut * by God with ary Plagues and Tortures, a flow 


— wes Ao 
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hf burning Fire «Micted his Entrails, a ravenous inſa- 
allOtable Apretite his Stomach, an Ulcer his Bowels, 
tOOcompany?d with a tormenting Colick ; a ſwelling 


tlaſt his Members being eaten up with crawling 


o thi erms, he rotied alive, and dy'd of terrible Con- 


0 hoyulfions. The 2d Herod, that murther'd St. n 


„Fofhe Bapiiſt, upon his diſgraceful putting away his 
ori awful Wife to make room for his inceſtuous Em- 


lat 0 


e S 


thout any diſlike receiv*d that blaſphemous A p- 
auſe from the People for his eloquent Harangue, 
as immedintely ſmote by an Angel, becauſe he gave 
hot God the G'ory, and was eaten up of Worms. 
What we may obſerve from this Feſtival is, 
Firft, from this Saint's readineſs to leave all to 
nd ſg /m Chrift, we are taught by his Example to leave 
ll worldly enjoyments, Father aud Mother, Wife 
Cauſynd Children, Houles and Lands, rather than for- 
One. Feit a good Conſcience. | 


Las zh, From the effect his Behaviour had upon the 


Ci. Informer at his death, we ſee God's Bleſſing attends 
Chrithoſe that depend upon his Providence, reſolutely 


ellngt 


lutio Lives for Chriſt's ſake and his Goſpel. 2 
ower- G 4 The 
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is Feet, which made them of a venemous Colour; 


>Viſcharge their duties, and dare to lay down their 
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The holy Goſpel for the day gives us an account 
of a raſh ambitious Petition this Apoſtle and hi 


Phnlip ar 
ter beyc 


Brother put up to our Saviour by their Mother, agLiſt of 
alſo the candid method our Saviour made uſe of tqafter hi. 
convince them of the imprudence of their demand{[ſhomas : 
(at the ſame time quieting the reſt of the Apoſtlegaples. 

who were offended at the requeſt) by inſtructingApoſtle 
them in the nature of his Kingdom which was farlup ; an 
different from thoſe of earthly Princes, that in hige/w af 
jervice Humility was the way to Honour, and hgthe twe 
who took moſt pains to do good ſhould be greateſt, jbut Ap 
propotinz his own example who came not to le Conc 
mined to, but 10 miniſter and ſerve others, tho? at|mel, he 


the exrence of his own Life. 


long ex 


The Collect is a devout Prayer, that according Lord re 
to this Saint's Example we may forſake all worldlyſa Perſo 
end carnal Affections, and be evermore ready toſall Gui 


follow and obey God's holy Commandments, 


_— — > 


m; 


St. BARTHOLOMEW the Apoſtle. 


* day is kept holy in commemoration of t heſtea to 
Martyrdom of St. Bartholomew, ſo called, as ihould 


the Son of Tholmai, a common way of diſtinguithing 


ally w.. 


Men among the Jews, by adding Bar, which ſigni- fat Naz 
fies Son, to the Father's name, as Barjona the Sonſof Naz 
of Jonas, Bartimeus, the Son of Timew, much likeſeame 1. 
the Jſacs ſtill in uſe in Ireland and the Highlands of fe was 


Scotland, and the Aps in Wales, 


dalutat 


Having no more of bim in the evangelical Hiſto-vell a 
ry than the bare mention of his name, moſt Writers aw hi 
conclude him to be conceal'd under the name of ſhim, . 
Nathaniel, becauſe as St. John never mentions him ſnity, l 
in the number of the Apoliles, ſo the other Evan- |7e/ws 1 
geliſts take no notice of Nathaniel; and as St. John hte had 
Joyns together Philip and Nathaniel in their coming [his Ch 
Joyt- if upon 


to Chriſt, fo the other Evangeliſts always 


Piilip 
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Phalip and Bartholomew, And what puts this mat- 
ter beyond diſpute is, that we find Nathaniel in the 
Liſt of the Apoſtles to whom our Saviour appear'd 
after his Reſurrection, where there was Simon Peter, 
Thomas and Nathaniel of Galilee, and two other Dil- 
ciples. Now that by Diſciples is here only meant 
Apoſtles, is plain both front the names here reckoned 
up; and becaule it is ſaid, This ig the third time that 
Jeſus appeared to his Diſciples ; whereas it is evident 
the two fore-going appearances were made to none 
but Apoſtles. Y 

Concluding him then to be the fame with Natha. 
mel, he was nrit conducted by St. Philip to ſee the 
long expected Meſſiah, and at his firſt approach our 
Lord receiv'd him with an honourable Charatter, as 
a Perſon of true Sincerity and Integrity, without 
all Guile and Hypocrifie, An Tſraehte indeed, who 
waited for the Redemption of Iſrael, which (being 
well vers'd in the Law and the Prophets ) he was al- 
lur'd by Scripture Predictions to be now at hand. 
Therefore he made no object ions againſt the meaneſs 
jt our Saviour's Birth, or. the low circumſtances of 
his Parents, but only againſt the place Nazareth; 
a indeed he had reaſon, knowing Bethlehem of Fu- 
dea to be the place foretold, where the Nleſſiali 
3 be, as in truth it was the place where Ile a tu- 
ally was born; but being conceiv'd and brought up 


of Nazareth : Being ſoon ſatisfy'd in this point, he 
eame readily to pay his duty to our Lord; and tho 
he was ſomewhat ſurpriz'd at our Saviour's firſt 
dalutation, wondering how he ſhould know him fo 
well at firſt ſight, yet when our Lord told him he 


him, convinc'd by that Inſtance of our Lord's Divi- 
lity, he preſently confeſs'd. that he was now ſure that 
Feſus was the promiſed Mefgah, the Son of God, whom 
he had appointed to be the King and Governour of 
his Church, W hereto our Saviour anſwered, That 


to 


at Nazareth, he was thencecall'd by St. Philip, Jelus 


ſaw him under the Fig- tree before St. Philip called 


if upon ſuch a ſlender inducement he had Faith enough 
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20 Believe him to be the Meſiab, he ſhould have more 
convincing Arguments to confirm his Faith, for he ſhould 
eber long ſee the Heavens opened to receive him thither, 
and the holy Angelt wifibly appearing to attend the H 
cenfion of the Son of God. : 
After whoſe Afﬀcenſion, this holy Apoſile tra- 
vell'd as far as India, where he preached the Goſpel 
and planted Chriſtianity, and tor the better conhr- 


mation of their Faith, left there behind hin a 


written Copy of St. Ma, hen's Golpel in Hebrew. 
From thence he returned o the North-wel parts of 
Ain, and at Fierapolis preaching the Chriſtian 
Faith (with St. Philip) and convincing them of 
their abominable Idolatries, he was there wit! that 
other Apoſtle deſigned for Martyrdom by the enra- 


ged Magiſtrates ; but after he was faſtened to the 


Croſs, upon a ſudden conviction that the divine Ven- 
geance would revenge his innocent Blood, he wag 
taken down and diſmiſe'd. At laſt removing to 41. 
banople, a City in Armenia the Great, and there en- 
deavouring to reclaim a People miſerably addicted to 
Idolatry, he was by the Command of the Governor 
Put to a moſt cruel Death, which he chearfully un- 
derwent , comforting and confirming the Gentile 
Converts with his dying Breath in the height of his 
laſt Agenies. His Death is called Cruel, becauſe 
nothing could be more barbarous and inhumane than 
It is reported to have been, which was thus: He 
was firſt beaten wich Cudgels, the next day cruci- 
fy'd, and flead alive as he was faſiened to the Croſs, 


and at laſt whilit his breath yet remained they cut 


of his Head. The uſe we may make of the obfer- 
vation of this day's Feaſt is, 

Firſt, To learn from his ready belief that Feſw was 
the Chriſt, to free our minds from ail prejudice, when 
we deſire ſatisfaction in any controverted point in 
Divinity. 

2dly, From the great Chriſtian Fortitude and Re- 


ſolution he ſhew'd at his Death, we are taught that 
true Zeal feurs no dangers, boggles at no difficulties, 


but 
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but puts a Man upon laying down his Life chear- 
fully whenever the Providence of God makes it be- 
come his Duty, | 
And as God furniſh'd this day's Saint with Grace 


to dye preaching and comforting his Chriſtian Con- 


verts, ſo we pray in the Collect, © That the Church 
© may love that Word which he believed, and both 


+ preach and receive the ſame thro” Jeſus Chriſt. 


* 
* * th 
— —— — — — — — — —_— — 
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St. MATTHEW the Apoſile. 


| W 1 day celebrate the Feaſt of the Apoſtle 


t. Matthew, but whether in commemorati- 
on of his Martyrdom or his Call to the Apoſtleſhip, 
or both, I cannot determine; for tho? there was no 
viſible Miracle made uſe of in the Call of this 
Apoſtle, as in the caſe of St. Paul's Converſion, yet 


conſidering the Circumſtances of the Perſon, the na- 


ture of his Employment, and the way of Lite he 
was engag'd in, that he ſhould at the firit Call em- 
brace a Religion ſo contradictory to all theſe, ex- 


change Riches for Poverty, a Cuſtom-houſe for a 


Priſon, great and wealthy Maſters for a poor de- 


ſpiſed Saviour, an caſie luxurious Life for difficulties 


and diſgrace, his gainful Profeſſion, Intereſt and Re-. 
lations, for a ſpiritual way of Commerce, which 


was like to bring nothing along with it but Perſecu- 


tions and Afflictions; all theſe are no leſs matter of 


wonder and aſtoniſhment than to ſee a Perſecutor be- 


come a Proſelyte. And as the Church could not 
paſs by ſuch an Apoſtle without an annual Solemni- 


ty, ſo we may ſatisfie our ſelves in celebrating this 


day with reſpect to his extraordinory Call to the 
Apoſtleſhip, the Hiſtory of his Martyrdom being. 
very imperfe+, rs 

St. Matthew was alſo call'd Levi, and tho' a Ro- 


| man Officer, both his names ſpeak him to be of a 
| | Jew iſt. 
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By his Trade or rather Calling» 
he was a Cuſtom-Houſe Officer to the Romans, by 


e wiſh Extraction. 


them call'd a Publican, Which Employment was 
amongſt them of great Reputation; but by the Fews 
accounted ſo ſcandalous, that they not only ab- 
horr'd the name, but thought it unlawful to do 
thoſe init any office of common kindneſs ; nor would 
they admit their Teſtimony or Evidence in any 
Cauſe ; and not only debarr'd them from Commu. 
nion in publick Worſkip, but aifo from all manner 
of Civil Society. The two great reaſons why the 
Jews hadſuch an averfon to Alen of this Profeflion, 
were, firſt, becauſe thoſe Officers having farmed the 
Cuſtoms from rhe Romans, uſually were very Cove. 
tous and great Exacters, griping the People that they 
. might both be able to pay their Rent. and raife 
Eſtates to their Families. And the other reaſon 
which made them ſtill the more Hated by the Jews, 
was that beſides the grievance of the charge, they 
looking upon themſelves as an ancient Free- born 
People, eſteem'd the paying of this Tribute as a 
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ſtanding inſtance of their Slavery. And what gra- 
red them the more was, that their own Country- 
men ſhould accept of theſe Offices, whereby they be- 
Ing oblig'd to converſe with the Gentiles (which 
they held abominable) gave them a jealouſie that 
they conſpir'd with the Romans to bring perpetual 
Ruine and Slavery upon the Nation. 

St. Matthew's ſtation in this employ was upon 
the Coaſt of the Sea of Galilee, where the Goſpel 
for the day tells us, our Bleſſed Saviour as be paſſed 
by that way ſeeing nm ſit there at the receipt of Cuſtom, 
called him to come and follow him. The good Man 
being we may ſuppoſe in ſome meaſure prepared to 
Tecelve the impreſſions which ſuch a Call made upon 


ſtant ; 
after 
down 
verſic 
Wrote 


im 

Chriſl's reſidence, where his Preaching and Miracles 
were ſo frequent) laid aſide all N 
his preſent wealthy Condition, and immediately a- 
. Tole and followed him. And to fhew that he no 
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( 83 ) 
ways repented of his Bargain, we read how he en- 
tertain'd our Lord and his Diſciples at his Houſe at 
a great Dinner, whither he invited ſeveral of his 
Acquaintance and Friends of his own Profeſſion, ho- 
ping they might alſo be won by the Converſation 
of our Saviour. The Phariſees looking upon this 
Entertainment with an evil Eye, began to wybraid 
his Diſciples that a Perſon fo pure and holy a: their 
Maſter pretended to be, ſhould eat and converſe 
thus familiarly with Pub/icans and Sinners, Men of 
the worſt Character and moſt infamous Reputation : 
But our Saviour preſently reply'd upon them, that 
not thoſe who were whole, but they that were ſick, 
wanted a Phyſician, that his Company was moſt ſuita- 
ble where the Soul's neceſſity required it, that re- 
Claiming of Sinners was more acceptable to God than 
any ritual Obſervances, and that he came not to call 
the Righteous (i. e. ſuch as proudly conceited them. 
ſelves holy above the reſt of Mankind) fo Repentance, 


but to reduce Sinners (i. e. humble ſelf. convinc'd 


Offenders) to a better ſtate and caurſe of Life. 

After his call to the Apoſtleſnip, he was a con- 
ſtant attender upon our Saviour till his Aſcenſion, 
after which for ſeveral Years he preached up and 
down Fudea ; then betaking himſelf to the Con- 
verſion of the Gentile World, at their requeſt he 
wrote his Goſpel. 

That part of Ethiopia next to India is ſaid to have 
been the Province of his Apoſtolical Miniſtry, where 
he was entertained by the Eunuch, Chamberlain to 
Queen Candace (mentiow'd in the As of the Apoſtles 
to be converted by St. Philip) and there converted 
great numbers from Error and Idolatry to the Chri- 


tian Faith, and (to provide for Succeſſion) ordain'd 


Guides and Paſtors to confirm them and bring over 


f| others, when he was gone, to embrace the Goſpel, 


Amongſt his many Converts he is [aid to have pre- 
vail'd upon A bee King of Æthiopia to become a 
Chriſtian and be baptized, but his Succeſſor Hira- 
cls (who hated both this Apoſtle and his Doctrine) 

com- 
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commanded him to be run thro* with a Swordſſevriſh ( 
' From this day's Saint being called from the ſcan Church 
dalou: employ of a Publican to be a Diſciple olChriſtia 
Chriſt, we may learn that as God never reje*ts the The. 
Hearty and ſincere Repemance of the greateſt Sin-\feffens 
ners, ſo he never ails to afl ſuch with his divindtion (as 


Grace, who prepare their Minds to receive it, b. Spirit e 
readily obeying the mot ions of his holy Spirit. Earth © 

24ly, From the Example of this Apoitle we arelſent for 
taught to abominate that helliſh Vice of Covetoul-Jg&alyati 


which not only alienates our Minds from God, bur 
alſo obſtructs all thoſe paſſages thro' which the 
confideration of Religion ſhould enter into our 
Thoughts, and makes Men fo ſordid, that they have 


not Hearts to enjoy what they poſſeſs. This Vice 


is the Patron of moſt of the Injuſtice, Treachery, 
Bloodfhed and Perjury committed in the World; it 


makes Men fail in the hour of Temptation, fo that 


when they ſhould leave all to follow Chriſt, ſhould 
quit a gainful Employ for the ſake of a good Con- 
{cience, they go away ſorrowful becauſe they have 


great Poſſeſſions; therefore that we may not be in- 
fected with this Contagion, we are inſtructed in the 


Collett to pray for Grace, that we may forſake all 


© covetous deſires and inordinate love of Riches to 


follow our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


—— 
a 
* — — — 
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St. MICHAEL and ALL-ANGELS. 


HIS Feaſt is kept in honour of St. Michael and 

all Angels, to expreſs our gratitude for the 
many great advantages the Church has in all Ages 
obtained over the power of the Devil and his Agents, 
by the aſſiſtance of thoſe holy miniſtring Spirits; 
and the Church particularly commemorates St. Mi- 
chael as he was the Prince or tutelar Angel of the 
| Jewiſh 


nels, as the moſt dangerous enemy to our Salvation 3 Offices 
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99 
ſewiſn Church and ſo now of the Chriſtian, for the 


Church which was once in the Jew, is now in the 
Chriſtian. 


s thi The word Angel literally ſignifies nc ure than a 


Sin- 


Meſſenger or Embaſſador, but in common accepta- 
tion (as well as in holy Writ) is taken for a celeſtial 


Spirit employed by God to deliver his Will upon 


Earth on extraordinary occaſions ; and their being 
ſent forth to miniſter to them thai ſhall be Heirs of 
Salvation ſuppoſes then in a feadineſs to do all good 
Offices to good Men, It was a common receiv'd 
Opinion among the Heathens, and as conſtant a 
Tradition among the Jews, that every (at leait good) 
Man had his guardian Angel; which Jewiſh Tra- 
dition ſeems in ſome meaſure to be countenanced by 
our Saviour, in that caution he gives (as we read in 
this day's Goſpel) not to deſpiſe one of thoſe /12zle 
owes, becauſe their Angels always behold the face of 
their Father. And the firſt Chriſtians ſeemed to en- 
tertain (at leaſt ſomething like) this opinion, by 
what we read in the ſecond Leſſon for the Morning, 
of their affirming it to be zhe Angel of St. Peter hat 
was at the door. | 

From their being thus appointed to be miniſtring 
spirits, and always in a readineſs to help, ſome 
have too far acknowledged their dependance upon 
them, and thought it their duty to give them a ſort 
of divine Worſhip and Adoration ; but the Angel 


| | in the Revelation argues the contrary from the na- 


ture of his employ; for the reaſon he gives why he 
would not receive adoration from St. John was, De- 
cauſe he was his Fellow Servant; this we find alſo 
ſeverely reproved by St. Paul, Let no Man decaive 
you in à voluntary Humiliry and worſhipping of Angels, 
But beſides rhe good Offices they are ſent to do us 
in our Life-time, they Rand by us at the hour of 
Death, at that great ſtruggle when the Soul and 
Body are upon their ſeparation, to convey the Souls 
of the Righteous thus ſeparate 
bliſs, as they did that of Lac into 
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Boſom. And at the day of Judgment they ſhall þ 
great Inſtruments in reuniting the Body to the So 

at the Relurre&jon, when they ſhall come forth an 
ſever the Wicked from the Fuſt. | 
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In the Epiſtle we have a relation of a fight be 
tween St. Michael and his Angels, and the Drago 
and his Angels, which ſome refer to the conteſt al 
ready mentioned between St. Peter and Simon Ma 
215, wherein that Saint by his Prayers prevailed a. 
gainſt the Sorcerer: But *tis interpreted to denot 
ſome eminent Victory the Church has obtained by 
the help of theſe miniſtring Spirits over the powe! 
and malice of the Devil. Beſides this War in Hea 
ven (here mentioned) ſeems to allude to the expul. 
ſion of Lucifer and the other rebellious Angels out 
of Heaven, ſome of the heavenly Hoſt being com: 
manded by God to drive them out for their Prid 
and Arrogancy in attempting to make themſelve 
equal with God. | ; | 

We have alſo in the | 
ning the Hiſtory ef St. Michael the Arch-Angel's 
_ Conteſt with the Devil about the Body of Moſes, 

which ſome will have to be about the rebuilding 
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the Temple, and reſtoring God's Service at Feruſa- 


lem. Moſes being the Type of Chriſt, they would 
have the Jewiſh Temple meant by the Body of Mo- 
ſes, as the Chriſtian Church is tiled the Body of 
Chriſt, Others think it was meant of the real Body 
of Moſes, which St. Michael having conceal'd hy 
God's ſpecial Order, the Devil endeavoured to diſ- 


cover thereby, deſigning to entice Men to Idolatry 


by ſuperſtitiouſly worſhipping his Relicks. But be 


the conteſt what it will, thus much is recorded for 


our Inſtruction, that tho? the Angel- might have 
juſtly ſpoke all manner of ill againſt him, yet he 
would not uſe any reproachful Language, nor bring 
any railing Accuſation againſt him, but ſaid only the 


Lord rebuke thee. | 
From the obſervation of this Feaſt learn we, 


Firſt, Thankfully to adore the Wiſdom and rey 
155 0 
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| bf God for conſtituting ſuch glorious beings to mi- 


niſter to our Salvation, by aiding and aſſiſting us in 
il our religious Performances and righteous Under- 


| iakings, as well temporal as ſpiritual. 
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2dly, Take care that our Gratitude be right placed, 


ind that we do not rob God of his honour by tranſ- 
. erring any of that divine Worſhip to the Creature 
which is only due to the Creator, remembring al- 
ways that there is only ane Mediator between God 
und Man, viz. the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 


diy, From St. Michael's behaviour we learn how 
anbecoming it is for any Man (eſpecially the Cler- 
zy) to uſe any injurious railing Language or ſcan- 
lalous perſonal refle t ions in religious Controverſies, 
And that we may be enabled chearſully to diſ- 
marge all our religious Duties, we delire Almighty 
Zod in the Collect to grant that as his holy An- 
gels always do him Service in Heaven, do by his 
appointment they may defend and ſuccour us up- 
on Earth, | 


St. L u Kk K the Evaneeliſt. 


HIS day we obſerve the Feaſt of St. IL. uke, one 
of the four that wrote the Hiſtory of our Sa- 


' riour, and thence call'd St. Luke the Evangeliſb. 


He was born in that every way famous City of 
Antioch the chief City of Syria, a place as fertile for 
ts Soil as rich by Trade; as much fam'd tor Leari- 
ng as *twas noted for Civility ; not only honour'd 
with the birth of this day's Saint, but alſo with 
that peculiar favour and bleſling Heaven beilowed 
upon it, of firſt giving the name of Chriſtians tothe 


Diſciples of Chrilt. | | 
St. Luke having in this place the opportunity of 
, 2 liberal Education, Bis natural parts met with the 
Mercy 
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Faithful fellow Labourer, but in his Epiſtle to the 


Learning; but Phyſick was the Study he chief 10 
applyed himſelf to. Other 

He was a Jewiſh Proſelyte, and probably had not pins 
embraced the Chriſtian Faith, till St. Paul came t rtur 
Antioch, and during his abode there, was converted 
by him. Himſelf confeſſes he was not an Eye-wit- Juding 
meſs from the beginning, Afterwards he became anj,; _. 
inſeparable Companion of this Apoſtle, and a faith ly he 
ful fellow labourer in the Goſpel, attending him in HT 


phefians; he calls him the beloved Phyſician, and the 
Brother, whoſe praife is in the Goſpel throughout al 
the Churches. * = 
It is generally thought he did not wholly leave 
St. Paul before his Martyrdom, tho ſome ſay he left 
him at Rome for ſome time and travelled into Egypt 
and the parts of Lybia, where he preached the Goſ- 
pel, converted great numbers and took upon him the 9%, 
Epiſcopal Charge of Thebais. Others ſay he firſt 7 
preached in Dalmatia and Galatia, and then in Tah 
and Macedonia, where by indefatigable Labours, 
maugre all dangers and difhculties, he faithfully dil- 
charged his truſt committed to him. Hiſtorians 
diſagree both about the place and manner of his| OG gie 
Death, ſome affirming him to dye in Greece, others fuch 
in Bypt, and others in Bithynia. Some will have. 
him to dye a natural, but more a violent Death. 
Thoſe that are for the latter give this account of 
his Martyrdom, that having ſucceſsfully preached 
the Goſpel in Greece, and baptiſed many Converts, 
2 party of Infidels who. had conſpired againſt him, uk 
drew im t6 Execution, and for want of a Croſs to 
a difgatch 
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lace. His Body being taken care of by ſome of his 


Friends, was by the command of Conſtantine or his 


Son, removed to Confantinople, and buried in that 
great Church èrected to the memory of rhe Apoſtles. | 

In the Epiſtle, after St. Pau! had advis'd Biſhop 
Timothy to prepare himſelf to endure Afflictions, 
that he might give a good proof of his Miniſtry by 
faithfully and couragiouſly doing the work of an 


Evangeliſt, he tells him for his encouragement, that 


having himſelf preſerved his Integrity and Kept the 
Faith, he was very ready to lay down his Lite for 
it, notwithſtanding he does not without ſome re- 
gret complain of Demas and ſome other Brethren 
that had forſaken him in his afffictions; but com- 
forted himſelf that he had till one ſincere faithful 
Friend that ſtuck by him in all his Adverſities, | 
Only Luke 1s with me. 3 | 
Hence we learn that as nothing is more ungene- 
tous and unchriſtian (tho? nothing more cornmon) 
than toforſake a Friend in adverſity ; {ono relative 
Duty, no act of Charity is more incumbent upon 
us, than to ſtick cloſe by, aſſiſt, and do all the good 
Offices we can to Perſons in Afflictions, efpecially 
ſuch as ſuffer for Righreouſneſs ſake. A noble co- 
py of this Chriſtian Piece of generoſity we have ſet 


us by this day's Saint, whoſe praiſe is in the Gof- 


rel. Who having been called from being a Phyfi- 
cian of the Body, to he a Phyſician of the 51}, 
we are taught in the Collect to pray, That by the 
wholeſome Medicines of the Do ines delivered: by 
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him, all the Diſeaſes of our Souls may be healed 
through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 
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St. SIMON and $f, JUDE. 


T HIS day we commemorate two Apoſtles, St. 
Simon and St. Jude. | 

Several conjectures are made about St. Simon; ſome 
will have him to be one of the Brethren of our Lord, 
7. c. one of the Sons of Foſeph by a former Marriage. 
Becauſe he is ſurnam'd the Cananite, ſome conclude 
him to be born at Cana in Galilee ; others give the 
reaſon why he was ſo call'd, becauſe he was the 
Bridegroom whoſe Marriage our Lord Honour'd 
with his firit Miracle of turning Water into Wine, 
Eut by St. Luke he is called Simon Zelotes, or the 
Zealot, which implies the fame in the Greek as Ca- 
nanite, in the Hebrew and Jewiſh Language, therefore 
the name has no relationeither to his Birth or Coun- 
try, which ſignifies no more than to be Zealow ; 
which new Name was either given'him from his 
 arGent zeal and love to his Maſter, or becauſe before 
that time he had been one of the Sett call'd Zealots, 
either a diſtin. Sett of it ſelf, or a branch of the 
Phariſees, who were zexlousaſſertors of the honour 
of the Law and ſtrictneſs, and purity of Religion; 
and in imitation of Plinehas (who in a zealous Paſ- 
ſion ſlew Zmri and Cosbi, whom they alſo call'd 
their Patron) they aſſum'd to themſelves a liberty 
0 execute capital Pnniſhments without waiting for 
ie formality of the Law, 1 

After the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, this Apoſtle 
travelled preaching the Goſpel in Fgyyt, Cyrene and 
Africa, from thence into Lylin and Mauritania for 
the lame purpoſe, and at lait ſo warm was his Zeal, 
that notwithſtanding the coldneſs of the Climate, 
te failed into Biitain, where after many Tribulati- 
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ns he ſuffered Martyrdom by the Infidels , for 
reaching to them the Faith of Chriſt. Others will 
ave it, that after his preaching the Goſpel in Egypt, 
1e met with the Apoſtle St. Fude, and ſuffered Mar. 
tyrdom with him in Perſia. But this account is not 
rely*d upon, becauſe not mentioned by any Author 
that writes St. Jude's Life; who is the other A- 
poſtle whoſe memory we this day celebrate. He is 
deſcrib'd in the Goſpel by three ſeveral names, Fude, 
Thaddeus and Leblæ us. Theſe other names were pro- 
bably given him to diſtinguiſh him from Fudas I. 
cariot, as well as to denote his Prudence and Zeal, 
which thoſe two names properly import. St, Mat- 
ew and St, Mark, never call him ue or Fudas, 
leſt they ſhould confound the Righteous with the 
Wicked ; and for that reaſon probably he both calls 
himſelf and is ſtiled by others, Jude the Brother of 
James, and Judas not Iſcariot. Being another Son 
of Foſeph, he was alſo call'd one of our Lord's Bre- 
thren. St. Matthew 13. 55. Are not his Brethren 
James and Joſeph, and Simon and Judas ? The time 
of his being called is uncertain, for we have no ac- 
count of him till we find him in the Catalogue of 
the Diſciples. And tho? he afterwards became a 
conſtant attendant upon our Lord, yet we have no- 
thing more than his name particularly recorded of 
him in the Goſpel, except one queſtzon he pro- 
pounded to our Saviour, upon his telling them how 
he would particularly manifeſt himſelf to them after 
his Reſurrection; whereupon this Apoſtle dreaming 
(with the reſt) too much of temporal Grandeur, 
asked him for what reaſon he would manfe/t hmſelf 
to them and not to the World? To which our Lord 


| reply*d, that the World was neither capable nor worthy 


to enjoy the divine Preſence, in that it was both a 
flranger and an enemy to him aud his Doctrine „and 
that they were only good Men, and religion O'fer - 
vers of his Will, whom God would honour with ſuch 
familiar converſe, and whom he deſign'd to be Wit- 


nefſes of ns Reſurrection. 3 
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After the Aſcenſion, he preach'd in Fudea and 
Samaria, and then travelled thro' Samaria into Idu- 
maa, and afterwards to Syria and Meſopotamia ; at 


laſt he is faid to have travell'd into Perfia, where, 
after great Succeſs in his Apoſtolick Office, he was 
cruelly murthered by the Magi, for the freedom he 
took in rebuking their Superſtitions. 

The Epiſtle is the beginning of that general E- 
piſtle St, Jude left behind him, wherein he exhorts 
all Chriſtians to Conſtancy and Perſeverance in the 


Profeſſionof their Faith. - | 


In the holy Goſpel, our Saviour commands his 
Diſciples to love one another, and the reaſon he gives 
them for Love and Unity among themſelves is, be- 


_ cauſe he was going to ſend them into a World where 


neither they nor'their employ ſhould meet with any 
love or reſpect; but on the contrary, they were to 
expect nothing but hatred and Perſeeution for the 
name of Chriſt. Which prediction of our Bleſſed 
Saviour's, we have ſeen ſufficiently fulfilled in the 


Hiſtory of the Lives and Deaths of thoſe bleſſed |}; 


Apoſtles and Martyrs whoſe Feſtivals our Church: 
celebrates. And that we may ſolemnize both this 
and the other days the Church appoints to be kept 


holy with a true Spirit of Devotion, and may love: 


one another, and perſevere in that holy Faith built 
upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt 


being the Corner-ſtone, we are taught in the Col-- 
le& to pray, That we may be ſo joyned together 
by their Doctrine, that we may be made a holy 


* Temple acceptable unto God, thio? Jeſus Chriſt, 
2 JY 63 


ALL-SAINTS Day. 


—— ͤ — 


H E Church holds this Feſtival in memory of 


all Saints, and that for ſeveral realons, as, 
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Firſt, Becauſe in the particular Feaſts we have al- 
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ready celebrated in honour and memory of the Saints 
and Martyrs, we may juſtly be thought to have 
[omitted ſome part of our duty through infirmity 


or negligence. | e 3 
2dly, Becauſe each of thoſe Saints particularly in 


|whom God's Graces have been eminent, would be 


too burthenſome if not impoſſible. 
z ah, As the Church after having in a moſt excel. 


Tent order Solemnized the high Feafts of our Lord, 


and the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, thought it moſt 
ſeaſonable to conclude thoſe Solemnities with a 
Feſtival of full, ſpecial and expreſs Service to the 
holy ever-blefſed and glorious Trinity: So in like 
manner ſhe thinks it fit to end her lower Feaſts cele- 


"| brated in memory of thoſe early Saints and Martyrs, 


with the obſervation of one Feſtival to commemo- 
rate the Saints in general. | | 
And ſeeing amongſt other Errors crept into the 
Church before the Reformation, we may juſtly 
reckon ſeveral of the then Feaſts of the Church, en. 
Joyn'd under ſevere Penalties to be obſerved in me- 
mory of ſuch imaginary Saints and Martyrs, as ei- 
ther never had been, or were notoriouſly Vicious; 
therefore our Reformers to remove ſuch a manifeſt _ 
offence given to weak Brethren, enjoyned no ether 
Feſtivals to be. obſerved in the Church, but ſuch 
only as we have juſt grounds from holy Scripture 
gratefully to commemorate; Yet becauſe there have 
been many other good and holy Men (not mentioned 
in holy Writ) whoſe Virtues are imitable, and 
whoſe Memories ought to be had in reverence ; up- 
on that account, and for the reaſons before-menti- 
oned, this Gay is kept holy, wherein we honour God 
in his Saints in general. And alſo that we who re- 
main here below may be encouraged by thei good 
examples, to rum the race that is ſet before us with 
patience, imitate them in the purity of their Lives; 
freely and reſolutely own the prefeſſivn ot our Faith, 
conſtantly adhere to the Truth, thro? dangers and per- 
lecutions, do what good we gan to others bot!; D our 
F Pattern 
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pattern and K and if thereto call'd by the 
Providence of God, ſeal the Teſtimony of our 
Faith with our Blood. | 
And to encourage us patiently to undergo indig- 
nities and perſecutions, our bleſſed Saviour (in the 
Goſpel for the day) ſets before us the example of 
the good old Prophets, with the promiſe of a bleſ- 
fed reward to all ſuch as ſhall with courage and con- 
ſtancy undergo the ſame fate. Bleſſed are ye when 
Men fhall revile and perſecute and ſpeak all manner of 
evil againſt you falſly for my ſake, Rejoyce and be ex- 
ceeding glad for great is your reward in Heaven, for 
Jo they perſecuted the Prophets that were before you. 
The Collect refers to that Article of our Faith 
the Communion of Saints, as we have in common one 
Jod, one Faith, one Chriſt, one Spirit, one Bap- 
*iſm, one Hope, and are knit together in one Com- 
munion and Fellowſhip in the myſtical Body ot 
Chriſt, and by that means made fellow Citizens with 
the Saints, and of the Houſhold of God, and of the 
ſame Family with thoſe in the Church Triumphant 
in Heaven. And as we are bound to bleſs God for 
them, rejoyce for their happineſs, and give thanks 
for their labours and prayers for us, we are allo 
taught by the Church in the Collect to pray for 
Grace, fo to follow theſe bleſſed Saints in all Wir- 
tue and Godlineſs of living, that we may come to 
© thoſe unſpeakable Joys which God has prepared 
for all them that unfeignedly love him thro? 
* Jeſus Chriſt, | . 
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